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A Pzth Catcgory in educated Caiens Arabic

by Buda M. Ghaly

_Kevto the Symbols vsed e transcribe edusated Cairene Arabic{(ECA)

1. Conszoiantal Phonemes:

(i) Stops:

- 1_/b/ voiced bilabial stop

2. It/ and /d! voiceless and voiced apical denta! stops
3./k/ and fp/ voiceless and voiced velar stops‘
4.7/ voiceless plottal stop
5./q! voiceless uvular stop
(i} Fricatives
1. /I voiceless labio-dental ﬁ.'icali\'c
2. /sf and fz/ voiceless and voiced dental grooved fricatives
3.1%/ voiceless palatal {ricative
4. M/ voiceless glonal fricative
5./%/and /g [/ voiceless and voized uvular fricaiives
6. M/ and /9/ voiceless and veiced phanyngcal fricatives
(iti) Ermphatics
1. [T/ and /D/ voiceless and voiced dental,apical emphatic stops
2./S/ Gental emphatic fricative |
(iv) Resonants
1. i/ trilled resonant
2./1/ lateral resonant
(v) Nasals
1. /m/ bilabial nasal

2. ;'n! dental nasal



s

(vi) Semi- Vowels
14w/ velar semi- vowel
2. fy/ palatal semi- vowel
1t 15 10 be noted that /g / has been reparded as a phoneme in CA because there are some
words that ca:: only have /g / such as / gahira’ "Caire” and / qur?aan/ "Quran”
1 Vocalic Phonemes
/i and A3/ high frontuirounded short and long vowels respectively
fuf and fuu! high back Jounded short and long vowels respectively
fe! and feef mid from ,unrounded short and long vowels respectively
fo! and /oo! mid back rounded short and long vowels respectively
/af and /aa/ low central unrounded short and long vowels respectively
There are a great varicty of atlophonic realizations of each phenemc;but they are not our

concem in this study.

1. Introduction

The pariiciple of educated Cairene Arabic(E CA ) in this study has bzen described as a
path category! in the sense that it shares chasacteristics of both nouns and verbs. Its stetus
as a path eatepory in the syntax of ECA may be exemplified by basically concentrating on
its passive participial predicate fornis in relation to those of the passive verbal
predicate,on the one hand, and those of the passive nominal predicate2,on the other. It is
to b shown that the ECA passive participle has both the [+N] featere and the {+V].

In English,Burzio(1981)szys that the participle loses its [-N] features and simply
maintains its [+V] features. It loses its verbal property because it becomes neutralized,in
turp, it bccon.nes incapable of assignng Case. This is known as Burzio's
Gencralization,which states that * If and only if a verb assigns a 8-role to its subject

position will it be able to assign Case 10 its object”.(1981:170).
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Similarly, Chomsky (1982a) save that adjectives are [+V] and [4N] cateporicsinouns are
[+N) and |-V] cateporics;prepositions are {-N] and [-V'] categories;and verbs are [2 V] and
[-N] cateporics and that it is only the [-N] catcgories that are case assigners in Englishic.
e V and the P catepories. Chomisky(1982a) also describes “What is usually called
‘passive’” as having “two crucial propertics™
1.1,

*1.{NP,S) docs not receive @-rale

T [N, VP] dezs not receive Case within VP, for some choice of NI in VP7(19824:124)
And in describing passivity in Classical Arabic,Chomsky(1982a) says that *'quilc a
different amangement of dats from English svitactic or lexical passives™ is found.
“Classical Arabic has a lexical passi;.'c combined with a Casc assignment rule that assipns
nominative  Case to the first NP following the verb and objective Case to the NP
Tollowing it* (1982a:120). Hc goes on 1o say that its “passive construction is not copular
: and passive involves no movement™(1982a:133)

In kecping with Chomsky(1982a), passivity in cducated Caircne Arabic has been shown

in H.Ghaly (1993) to apply to both verbal and nominzl constructions cven though it

Tepresents “quite a different arrangement of data from English syntactic or lekical

passives™;one of which is that both verbal and nominal passive predicate heads are casc

assipners in ECA. in this study,it is to be shown what the participial passive predicate |

head is also a case assigner and thal it also shares some of the other characteristics of the
verbal and the nominal passive predicatcs..

The participles in English have also been discussed by T. Hockstra (1986). He says

that "Participles are used in three different types of construclions: a. 2s prenominal

" modifiers ... b. in passives ... ¢. in perfect constuctions.”(97). These three difTerent types

he illustrates by the examplesin 1.2

12,

{i) a written manuseript

(ii) The manuscript was wriitten

(i11) He has written the manuscripl.




-

L8 .

- A8 A

- 69 -

He poes on to say that the “participle is assigned 1o three different eategorics: . an
adicctive (¢f. Wasow 1977,1980,Bresnan 1980, Williams 1981), b, a passive participle
and ¢, a perfective pariiciple”.(97).  But Hockstra (19806) says that Hﬁcl;slrn(l‘)Sd)has
shown that "there is no motivation 1o call the panticiple an adjective” and that the
"argumcints offeied by Wasow and Williams to distinguish beiween a leaical and 2
transformational analysis of passives were shown to be either untenable or insuliicient or
superflluous” (1986:97). Hockstra (1986) .pocs on 10 say that the verb "wnte” in 1.2.(i)
and (ii), has two thematic roles;i.c. €2 and 6:. The former is assigned to PMiwhile the
latter js assigned to NP object. Then where NPi ends up "depends on its environment”
But in 1.2.{i) ,the "NP ultimately micves to the matnix subject p'nsilion of the verb
be.which takes the passive V-projection as its small clause complement”(97). In t;ulh
1.2.(i) and (i}, "PM is an arpument,and ,as such.visible to the thematic criterion hecausc
it is assigned the Case of the verb."(97) This is why the verb perish differs from that of
write since the forner is an ergative verb;that is ,it does not have an external role nor does-
it have Casc. The "external argument is grammaticaily represenied in passi\.'cs .but not in
e.g. middles,which just as much as passives, imply the participation of an agent”.(96) It
is in this respect that he believes that the difference benwveen perish and write is
lexical;but that between write inl.2, (i) and (ii) is svntactic depending on NP movement
and it is not a calegonial change.

. Therefore, for Hoekstra (1986) "the external arpument is grammatically represented in
passives" and it "remains part of the thematic gTid‘:in passives”.  And since "by the
thematic criterion, it must be bomne by a legitimate argument expression”(96),he goes on
10 say that "the external role and the intemal Case are not absorbed as it has been
called,but. the internal Case is assigned to the external argument”. This "argument
expression,i.c.the expression which bears the external role and which is assigned Case is
participial morphology” , to which he refers 10 as "PM."(96) Dcs—pit‘e the difTerent

arrangement of data found in ECA from that of English,yet it is 10 be shown that the

passive participial predicate in ECA does have two €-roles in accordance with Hoekstra



{1980) and thiet  indemal cose s assipned 1o the extemnal arpument which is the passive
nmierphology of the passive panticipial predicate.
It s also 10 be shown in thisstudy that "reflexive constructions commonly assume

passive  function™ R.W, Langacker and P. Muner,1975:780). Lanpacker and

&

Wive:

Muniero{1973) duseribe this gencral tendeney In natural lanzuapes sazing thasthisis
because  both reflexive constructions and passive ones "involve non-distinet arpuments,;
of which co-referential and unspecified argunicnts are special cases”(78%). They define
the notton of an unspeeified arpument as belng semantically implicd by the predicaie bt
happens not 10 be elaboraied by lexical or referential content. This similarity between

reflexives and passives may be diagramed asin 1.4,

1.4,
(a) Reflexive clause (b) Passive clause
S S
N1 T\: 2 v ) Nl N2 ‘ v
X x ~ X

The non-distinctness in 1.4, (2} is by virtue ofcorefereI;CC; while in 1.4, (b) it 1s by
virtwe of the unspcciﬂed character of the subject of the passive. It is this similarity that
allows for the extension of the morpheme of reflexive to both reflexive and passive use.
This "can be \.'icwed as a generalization in function in the sense that the morpheme comes
1o mark,not just a special case of nondistinctness but the general cases”(801). They said
that it is 2 phenomenon that is found in marny Janguages of the world and that 2 natural

explanation for such a phenomenon is in terms of the unspecified subject hypothesis.

This tendency for the extension of the reflexive morpheme to both reflexive and,

passive use has been demonstrated in Egpyptian Arabic by T. F. Mitchell (1956),2nd in
Modemn Literary Arabic by D. Cowan (1982). As regards Egyptian Arabic, Mitchel)
(1956) savs that the prefixes /21 and /2in/ are both reflexive and passive markers.

Cowan (1982) savs that /2in/ is both a passive and a reflexive marker for Modemn Literary

T
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Arabiv. On the other hand Jfor Classical Arabic as described by G.Saxd{1982) bath /7in’
and /2t uefixes are covert reflexive markers In this study,we hope to provide further
demonstretion of this pencral Janguage tendency in the description of the the passive
rarticipial predicate in educated Cairene Arabic jand this in tum represents one of the
characteristics of the passive participial predicate which it shares with the passive verbal
predicate.

The b:*..sic corpus  of this study consists of scveral tapes transcribed of several TV
serics conducted in educated Cairene Arabic along with the speach of her family's,whose
members are representatives of educated Crirene Arabic:1t must be noted ,however, that .
despite the fact that there is "a strong contrast between colloguial forms of Arabic end
what is calied ‘Moder Literary Arabic’ or 'Modern Standard Arabic'(MSA)" yet "it is not
at all clear that one can make a sharp ,clear,bilinear split between just two registers of
Arabic native 1o Cairo"-(J.GaJ}' and" §.Gamal-Eldin,1981:1) This is because "there is
clearly 2 multi-glossic situation in Caira where a vareity of registers of Arabic may be
employed by the same speaker depending on such factors as the topic ,the situatii_,m,lhc
!fstener,and the spca.kc-r himself."(J.Gary and  §.Gamal-Eldin,1981:1)
Nonetheless,extreme cffort has been exerted 1o be very selective so as to include in her

corpus only samples of educated Cairene Arabic-as much as possible.

2. Description_of the ECA TPassive Parlicipial Predicates in relation 1o the Passive

Nomina}

Predicates and the Passive Verbal Predicates

in the déscriplion of the passive participles of ECA we ha\-.re made vse of D.
Cowan’s (1982) descripiion of the passive parliciple in Medem Literary Arabic as it is
applicable 10 ECA. He says that the passive participle is a multi-form part of speech ihal ‘
has the prefix _
Miv-fand that it differs in this respect from the active participle,which i’l?-.S the form

ffaa%ilun/. Applying this 10 ECA, we find that the passive participle is indeed a multi
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form part of speech that has the prehix Mv-/ and that it also differs in thix sespect from
the active pa.:_'liciplc,\\'hich has the form 229", However, in dif!'ercn:iniing botween the
passive participle and the active participle of ECA scxllaﬁ:ica!l_\'.\\c have made use of
Chomsky'sf 1982) definition of passives,in which [NP,S] is dethomatized. Accordinglythe
active patticiple of ECA is assumed to 8-mask jts [NP,S]. This may be demonstrated by
s-:m.cnccs 2.

2.1

(i} Muvwwa mektuod [fi-Bistz) He is written Gown on the list.

Free pronoun(FPy+ passive pariiciple predicates Pl{masc. ,sing.)

(iivhuwwa Taatil! e is a killer. -

FP+ active paniciple+Pl(masc. sing)

(i) Muwwa kaatib fi-lmaHkama’He is.a clerk in the court of justice.

FP- active panicipie predicate+ Pl(masc. sing.)+preptnountPi(fen..sing)

Despite the fact that all of the scntences in 2.1 have “predicates with participial
heads,yet it is only sentence 2.1. (i) whose [NP,S] is not 8-marked by its predicate. This is
because its predicate has’a passive panicipial head. As for scntences (i) and (iii),these
have predicates that do 8-mark their [NP,S] and have the form /2291 ;accordingly,they
are predicates with active panicipial heads.

Having dcfincd the passive participial predicate of ECA let us now look at ils

nominal  as well as its verbal characteristics justifying its status as a path category in the
TEyntan _of ECA. Tuming first 1o its nominal characteristics,we can say that it has the
" syntactic behzviour of nouns in the sense that it is associated with the gender and number

affixes associated with nouns and that it may also be prefixed by the definite article 7Y

This is demonsriated by sentences 2.2.

23,

(i) huviwa -Imaktuub [fi-llista] / He is the one written down on the list.

Free pronoun+Def. Art +passive participle predicate+P)}{masc.,sing.)
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(i1) Miyya maktuuba [fi-llista J7 She is written down on the list

Free pronoun 4 passive participle predicated lfl(fem.,sing.)

(113} ‘fhmnmu -tmaktubiin [{i-llista] /They are the ones written down on the list.

Free pronound Def Artd passive participle predicated Pipl)

This similarity of the syntactic heha\'ioﬁr of the passive participial predicate to that of
the nominal predicate may be ferther dcmous:ral;‘d by sentences 2.3,in which we have
nominai- predicates. These sentences also show that this symtactic behaviour is rot
restricicd 1o the passive participial predicate only bt 1h;'1t it is also found in the active
pariicipial predicate as well. In other words it pentains to the category itself whether
active or pissive, | . ' l
23.

. (i) / huwwa muhandis’ He is an engincer.
FP+noun predicate+Pl(masc. sing)

(it) muv-we -lmuhandis/ He is the engineer.
FP+Def Art.#noun predicate+PI(masc.,sing)
(ii1) /hiyya mubandisa/ She is an engineer.
FP+noun predicate+PI{fem.,sing)

{(iv) /hrumma mubandisiin/They are engineers,
FP+noun predicate+P1(p})

(v) /huwwa -17aatil/ He is the killer.

FP+Def Art.+active paniciple-!—Pi(ma.sc.,sing)
(vi) Miyya -1?atla/ She is the Killer.

FP+Def Art.+active participle+PI{fem. sing)
(vii) fhumma -17atala/ They are the killers.

FP+Def Art +active participle+PI(p!)

Comparing the predicates of sentences 2.2. with those of 2.3.,we find that both the

aclive and the passive predicate with participial heads display the syntactic behaviour of
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nouns in the sense that they are associaed with the pender and numbar aflines associated
with nouns in ECA and that they may be intro2uced by 2 defimite article.

Arother similarity between the passive participial predicates and and the passive
nomira! predicates in pencral is their eapaciny 10 indicate passivity by means of internal
vocalic alteration ¥ and in mest cases 1o mahe use of the prefix MN-1. This may be
demansirated by sentences 2.4, and , 2.5, ,th¢ foarmer sentences of which have periicipial
passive predicaies and  the Jatter sentences of which have nominal passive predicatesn
the former sentences, passivity is indicated by means of intemnal vocatic alicration and the
prefix Mvh-fand in the latter seatences passivity is indicated by means of internal vocalic

alteration ;and in some cases we also have the prefix Mv-/

2.4 Pariicpial Passive Predicates with intema! VocalicAlteration

(i).!}'.uxs\;'a ma?euul! He is killed.
:F;ee Pronoun(i.e. FP)*Mv+ panicipial form with internal vocalic change =passive
predicate+PI(masc.,sing)

(i1.) hewwa maktuub ffi-1-iista] / He is written down.(on the list).
FP+Mv+participial with intenal vocalic change =passive predicate+PI(masc.,sing)

(iii) Muwwa ma9?oul [ TaSarrufaars)/ (Lit.)He is reasonable] in his behaviour]. He is a

reasonable man.

FP+Myv+participial form with intemnal vocalic change=passive predicate + Pl(masc.,sing)
(1) / huwwa mallkuum/ He is 2 controlled one.
FP+Mv+perticipial form with internal vocalic change=passive predicate+PI{masc.,sing)

(v) /da mafhueem [$iwayya)/ Thisoneis understood a bit.This one is slightly easier to

understand.

FP+Mv+participial forms with intemnal vocalic change=passive predicate+PI(masc.,sing)

{vi) hvwwa mazluum!/ He is an innocent suspect.

FP+Niv+panicipial form with internal vocalic change=péssive predicate+PI{masc.,sing)
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(i)']?119aruusa $aklaha mi$} Mitw [bassi -n-naharda 9a%aan farallha) milllu;n\':_\
KliY)The bride is not pretty;but today because of her wedding she is heautificd. l
adjective [without prefix /Miv-/JH passive adj-cdivc form [with prefix MAMv-/ and inl;n_ﬁl
. vocalic change]=passive prédica‘.c+l'.](fcm,sing.) . |

(i)7itwalad [da mi%] 2aSmarr [bass -ilvoomeen dool} mismirr [ﬁ\i-S-“ $ams]’ The b:‘\y
does not have a dark complc_xion :but he is tanned these davs from the sun. Thesc days he
“has a stight tan. - o |

Def An4noun+adjective l\\‘}ﬂxnut prefix Mv-/}4 passive adjective form [with prefix Alv-
/ and internal vocalic chanpe)=passive prcdicatﬁl"l(mﬁse..ﬁin{:}

(ii1) /{?eeh} Tionuur [da kullu da}-I-beet mina\n\'a:.' [buwgudku)/ (Lit.YWhat is all this
Light! The house is radiant due to your presence in it.

" Def Art.aniominal without prefix My-+Def At +noun+nominal form with prefix /Nv-/
and internal vocalic change=passive predicate+ Pl(masc.,sing)

(iv) / ?inta [taaxud door] -il7aatil {wi} huwwa [yaaxud door }-il?atiil/Y ou(masc.,sing)
take the role of the kilier and he the murdered one.

Free pronun+DefAri+ zctive nominal+frec pronoun+Def Ari+passive nominal (with
internal vocalic alteration). . ‘

(iii) / [?ana -faddal ?akuun] Saamil [basiiT wa-laa -kun$ ]9amiit [liihum}/ I'd rather be
simple worker than be 2 secret agent for them.

_ active nominal+passive nominal (with internal vocalic alteration).

The passive participial predicates also show some similarity with the passive verbal
predicates.The first similarity is that both display different verbal forms. As a matter of
fact, many of the various forms of the passive participles in ECA are different because
they are actually compased of different verbal forms annexed to the prefix /Mv-/. There is
a form that has a verbal form of Form II annexed to the prefix Mv-/. And there is
another form that has the verbal form of Form I 5 annexed 1o the prefix /Mv-/. This
similarity of the various forms of the passive panticipial predicates in ECA to those of 1he

. passive verbal predicates may be demonstrated by sentences 2.6.,2.7.,2.8.,2nd 2.9.
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" 2.6. Participial Passive Predicates with /-1-f Aflix and Torm I

(i) / huvwa miS6SaTTar {Sateena)’ (litYHe is being made clever onus. He istaking
advantage of us) |

Fi+Mvt - affin +participial form with the second r;a\{ica! geminated je. Form 1
=passive predicate Pl{mase, sing.)

(i) /huwwa mikkabbar [9aleena}! (li)He is being made in a state of bigness on us. He is
arropant. '

FP4MvA o1 afﬁx +participial form with the sccond radical geminated je. Form Il
=passive predicate+Plimasc., sing)

(i) /humwa mitnawwar! (lit)lie is being made in an iluminated state.He is enlightencd.

FP+Mv+ - affix +participial form with the sccond radical geminated ic. Form Il
=passive predicatetPi(masc. sing)

. (iv) 1 mitgavyara [xaalis}/ This one is completely changed.

Dem P+P)(fem. sing)+Mv+-1- affix+participial form with the second radicz] geminated
i.e. Form Il =passive predicate+PI(fem..sing)

. {vi) /[ 7ilfustzan da] mit?aSSar/This dress is shortened.
Mv+/1-/  effix+peminated second radical ie. Form 11 =pascive panticipial
predicate+Pl{masc.,sing}

(vii) /dah mit921lim/This one is educated.

Dem P+PKmasc. singy+Mv+/-t-/ aflix+geminated second radical ie. Fonm 1l =passive
participial predicate+PI{masc.,sing)

{viil) /huwwa miSSarraf biina’He is honoured by us,

FP+PI(masc. sing)*Mv+/-t-f affix+geminated second radical ie. Form 11 =passive

participial predicate+Pl{masc. sing}y+prep+PI{1st per. sing)

2.7.. Panticipial! Passive Predicates with /-1-/ Affix and Form 11l

{1)./dah mittaakil’
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This(masc.,s1mg) one is wom out.
Demonstrative  pronoun{masc.,sing)i Mv+ -1- aflix 4 participial form: with a leng /-a’ afier
the first radical i.c. Form Il =passive predicated Pi(mase,,sinp)
(3i.) huwwa mitraa?ilb’ He is being walched.
FP+My 4+t affin+ paricipial form with a long /-a’ after first the radicalie. Form 11
=passive predicate+PI{masc.sing)
(ii1) / huwwa mitaaxid [Siwayya mi -1-xabar]/ He is a bit m(-wed by the news.
FiXhv+ -1- affix+participial form with a long fa’ afier (i f:r:-‘-? radical i.e. Form 11l
=passive predicate+i{masc.,sing)
(iv) f[7issuZaal da) miggaawib] fi Safliatanya)/ The queslion is answered on a diflerent
page. _
My+ -t- affix+participial fonn with a long /-af after the first radical i.c. Form m =passive
predicatc+PI(masc.,sing) ‘

(v} f{?idCulaab da] mitbaa9/ This one is sold. . ‘

+Myv+-t/ affix +long f-al zher the first radical ie. Form Il =passive
predicate+Pl{masc.,sing)

(vi) huwwa mitfaagi? [bilxzabar)/ He is surprised by the news.

FP+Mv+/4-/ affix +long /-a-/ after the first radical ie. Form 1l =passive

predicate+PI{masc.,sing)

2.8 .Verhal Passive Predicates with Affix /-t-/ and Form II

A. With Perfective Verbs

(i) /?it?aSSar/ It has been shortened.

Pl(3rd per.,masc.,singH Perl. verb+ /-1-/ affix+geminated second radical ie.Form 1
(ii) /it9allim/ He has been educated.

PI(31rd per.,masc.,sing)+Perf. verbt /-t-f affix+geminated second radical i.e. Form H
(i1) /?iSSarraf {biina)/ He has been caused to be honoured by us.

Pi(3rd per.,nmast.,sing)+Pcrf . verb+ /-1-/ affix+geminated second radical i.e. Form Il



{v) fAda -yaQeeni-]%ikkassar [xaz2liS)’ Poor thing! Jle is really brohendic. he bas really
had a temible accident.

PI{3rd per.,mase, sing)* Perf. verb+ [4+f aflix+geminated second radical; i.c. Form It '

B Wb Imperfective Verhs

(1) /vit?aSSar! It may be sharened.

PI(3rd per.masc. sing. ) Imperf. verb+ /-1-/ afiix+peminated sccond radicalie. Form Il

(i1) vit9alliny/ He may be educated.

Pi(3rd per.,masc. stng. JHimperf. verb+ /-1-/ aflix+geminated seccond radicaliie. Form 1l
(i11) /yiSSarraf biina’ He may be honoured by us. |

Pl(Grd per.,masc.,s'mg)ﬂmperf. verb+ /-1-/ affix+peminated sccond radical;ie. Form 11

(v} iyikkassar/ It mzy be smashed to picces.

PI(3rd per.,masc.,sing.)+Imperl. verb+ /-1-/ affix+peminated second radical;i.e. Form If

.2.9. Verbal Passive Predicates with Affix /-1-/ and Form Il

A. With Perfective Verbs

(i) /7ittaakil’ It has been eaten up.

PI(3rd per.,masc. sing)+Perf. verb+ /-1-/ affix+lengthencd /-a-/ afier first radical;i.e. Form
I

(31) /?iggaanib/ It has been answered.

PI(3rd per. masc. sing)+Perfl. verb+ /-t-/ aflix+lengihened /-a-f afier first radical;i.e. Form
]|

(iii) /2itbaa9 {fi-}-mazaad)/ It has been sold.

Pi(3rd per.,masc.sing)+Perf. verb+ /-1-/ affix+lengthened /-a-/ afier first radical;i.e. Form
111

(ivy /?ittaaxid! It has been 1aken.
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Plizid per.mase singd i Perf vetb /- allixd lengthened /-a-/ after first radicaliic. Form
it
(v} 7itlaakim He has been tried.
Pi3rd per.masc.,sing) Perf, verbd S/ affixd lengthened /-a-/ afier first radical;ic. Form

|

B. With Imperfective Verbs

() Avittaakil/ It is edible.
Pl(3rd per.,masc.,sing)+Imperl. verb+ /-t-/ affix+lengthened /-a-/ aficr first radicaliie. '
Form i1}

(i.i) fyiggaawib/ It may be answered.

PI(3rd per.,masc. sing)+Imperf. verbt+ /-t-/ affix+lengihened /-a-/ afier first radical;i.e.
Form 11 : : '
{iif) /[ mumkin]yitbaa¥ {fi--mazaad}/ It may be sold. | '.
PI(3rd per.,masc.sing)+Imperf. verb+ /-t-/ affix+lengthened f-a-f after first radicai;i.e.
Form Il |

{(iv) /[law sibtu mumkunlyittaaxid/ If you were to leave it behind,it might be taken.

PI(31d per.,masc. sing)tlmperf. verb+ f-1-/ affix +lengthened /-a-f afier first radical;ie.
Form IiI

{v) fyitHaakim/ He may be tried,
PI(3rd per.,masc.singy+lmperf. verb+ /-1 affix+lengthened /-a-/ afier firs! radical;i.e.
Formlll

Sentences 2.6. , and 2.7. show that there are different forms of participial passive
predicates. They also show that the difTerence in their forms is dependent on the different
verbal forms to which the prefix /Mv-/ is annexed. In sentences 2.6 ,we have verbal
forms that have the second radical geminated. In sentences 2.7,we have verbal forms that

have a lengthening of the /-a-/ after the first vowel;and as these forms are the same as
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those deseribed by Cowan (1982) as regards Modem Literary Arabic,we have calisd them
by their numerical names;i.c. Forms 1 and W respectively. And comparing sentences 2.6,
and 2.7. with those of 2.8, 2nd 2.9, it can b2 said that there is a similarity botween the
forms of th2 particiia) passive predicates and those of the verbal hnssi\'c predicates, The
dificrence boaween the verbul predicates of the senteaces of 2.8, and those of 2.9 s that
the former have Foon I \’erh.';;\\'hilc the latier have Form 11 §crl-s; and this difference is
also found hatween sentences 2.6, and 2.7,

The second simitarity between these two tﬁvcs of passive predicates may also be
dermonsirated by a comparison between sentences 2.6 and 2.7, on the one hand ,&nd those
of 2.8. and 2.9 ,on the other . In bath groups,the head of the predicate whetheritisa
participle or 2 verb has the .affix /-4-/,which indicates passivity in both cascs. This is
reminiscent of Mitchell (1956),in which he says that the /?it-/is 2 passi-ve sign for the
\:erba] predicate. It alse reminds us of R.W. Langacker and P. Munero (1975) ,who say
that the refllexive morpheme may be gereralized in function so as to assume passive
function. Such is the case in ECA as regards the verbal p'assi\'e predicate ;and as the
participle in ECA shares some of the characteristics of ﬁm verb ,it too has made use of
this affix (i.e. /1-9) as a passive marker. This again rﬁay be seen as a kind of
peneralizetion of the function of this affix so that it has extended to another category ji.c.
the participlz. That the affix /-t-/ is a passive marker in the verbal predicate of ECA may

be furiher demaonsrtated by scntences 2.10,in which the verbs are of Form 1.

2.10.Verbz! Predicates with /-t-/ Affix and Form ]

A, With Perfective Verb Forms

(i) /?itwagad? It or he has been found.
P1(3rd per., mzasc_sing }+Perf.verb with /- affix + Form
(ii) /?issara?/ It has been stolen or he has been robbed.

Pi(3rd per.. masc.,sing)+Perf.verb with /-1-/ affix + Form |

—
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() 77iDarab " He has baen beaten.
PI(3rd per.,masc. singPerl. verb with £/ affix 4 Form |
(iv) /2iSSirib/ It has been drunk. ‘
PI(3rd. per.,masc. sing) Perl verb with /-1-/ affix 4 Form |
(v} /?ikkasar/ 1 has been broken. ‘
PY3rd per.mase. sing)+Terf. verb with 71/ aﬂ'n.i-i Form ]
(vi) /?it9amal’ I has been made,
P1(3rd por.masc. sing.)+Perl. verb with /-7 affix + Form 1
(vii) 7ikkaSaf/ It has ﬁccn uncovered or discavered,
Pi(3er plcr.,mn;jc.,sing.)ﬂ‘erf. verb with /-1-/ affix +Form 1
(viii) I?itfahan;f It has been understond. 7
PI(3rd per.,mase. sing.}+Perf. verb with /1-/ affix + Form |
fix) /?ittabas/ H has been \;'om.

Fl(31d per.,masc.,sing)+Perl. verb with /-1-/ affix + Form 1
B. With. Imperfective Verb Forms

(i) fyitwigid/ It may be found. _
PI(3rd per.,masc.,sing.)*Imperf.verb with /-t-/ affix+Form I
(i1} /yissiri?/ Tt may be stolen.

PI(3rd per.,masc.,sing.)+lmperf.verb with /-t-f affix+Forn 1
(ii7) /yiDDirib/ He may be beaten.

P1(3rd per,,masc.,sing.)*+Imper{.verb with /-t-/ affix+Form 1
(iv) /yiSSirib/ It may be drunk.

Pl(3rd per.,masc.,sing.)+Imperf.verb with/-t-/ affix+Form 1
(v) fyikkisir/ It may be broken.

PI{3rd per.,masc., sing.)+Imperf.verb with’1-/ ﬁfﬁx+ Form1
(vi) [Jeazim] yit9imil [waaHid gidiid}/ A new one must be made,

PI(3rd per.,masc.,sing. }+Imperf.verb with /-1-/ af'ﬁx-jrfom 1
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(vii) vikkiSif- 1t may be uncovercd or discm'cr;d.

PI(3rd per,mase. sing. )4 Imperfverb with/1-/ aflix+ Form 1
(viid) ‘vitfihim' It may be understond.

P13 pa:r..m:sc.,si;'ng.)i Imperf.verb with-1-f aftixs Fomd
(ix) [murkin ) vithibis’ It m:\).' be worn.

PI(3td per..mase. sing )4 Imperf.verh with/-1-/ 2fhix+ Form 1

The 1hird similarity beuween the passive paricipiz! predicates and the j;assi\'e verhal
predicates iz that they may have their “external ar-gumcms“(lIorkstra,leG) ovenly
realized, in- which cas;- 1hry' have Agentive NPs. R.W. Langacker and P. Muncro (1973)
glso say that /;he “unspecified arpument ¥ may be “elaborated lexically” ;and they also
describe the passive predicate as a predicate that docs  “not so much describe the
éclion,bul rather states the existence of a relationship betweel'l an action and the patient of
the action™ (802). Applying this to ECA ,we could s2y that the syntactic subject has the
Patient thematic role and if the external argument is "claborated lexically”, we have an
Ageniive NP which may have either the thematic role Agent or Instrument. This may be
demonstraied by sentences 2.11 and 2.12,in  the former sentences of which we have
participial passive predicates which have the extemnal argument Iexically elaborated and
in the laner sentences of which we have verbal passive predicates that have the external

argument lexically elaborated

(i). /{?ilbalru da} mittaakil (min -il-9ina)/This co2t is eaten up by the moth.

Mvitlengthened/al afier first radical=passive pariicipial predicate+(prep./min/+Def Arl.+

norninal

(11)./%i1%izaaz maksuur (min 1i9b -ik-koora)! The glass is broken from ball playing..



- 83 -
Def Art4nount/NV/Aintemal vocalic change =passive participial predicated (prep /min/
“fram" +nominal+Def Art 4noun)
(ii1). / huwwa mitHaami fabuuh! He is protccted by his father.
FP (31d per,masc. singH/Mv-/+/-t-/ affixd lengthened /-a-/ after first radical=passive

participial predicate + prep /i-f "in™ +noun 4PI(3r per.,masc.,sing)

2.12.

(). /[?ilbal da] ?ittaakil (min -il-9itta)/This coat has been caten up by the moth

Fe-"-. b with // affix lengthened /a‘afier first radical=passive verbal predicate+ -
(prep/min™from"+Defl. An 4nominal)

(ii).Milbaab ?ikkassar (min -kutr -}-xabT)/ The door has been broken from the
pounding.on it.

Def An.+noun+Perf. verb with /t/affix and a geminated second 1adical =passive verbal |
predicate +(prep /min/ "from" .-fnominal-IrDef.Arl.moun)

(iif). /?itHaama fabuuh/ He has been protected by his father.

Perf. verb with /t/ affix +lengthened /a/ after first radical=passive verbal predicate +

prep /fi-/ "in" +noun +PI(3rd per.,masc. sing)

The fourth similarity between the passive participial predicate and that of the (passive)
verbal predicate is in their capacty to indicate aspect. This may be dcmonstrated by
comparing the sentences of 2.13 ,2.14  and 2.15.,in which we have passive predicates

with verbal or participial heads.

2.13.
(i) 7ilbeet ?itnawwar - [laazim fith Haddi gih)/ (lit)The house has been lit up.The lights
have gone on.Surely,someone must have come in.

Def Art+noun+P1(3rd per.masc.,sing)+Perf. passive verb with affix /-1-/ and geminated

second radical (i.e. Form Tl stem)
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(i) /218802519 da [9aaviz Jyitnawwar/his street needs to be lighied.
DefAn.: noun+Dempron.A Pl{masc.,sing)* PL(Grd per.,masc. singd Imperf. passive verb
with affix /-1-/ and geminated second radical (i.c. Form U stemy)
(11}) irraagil da mitnawwar - [mi$ gaahil)’ This man is enlightencd;he is not ignorant,
Dzl Art+ nount Dem pron API{masc..sing)+ Plimasc.,sing)4 Paricipial “passive predicaic

with prefix v/ and affix /-1-/ as well as a geniinated sceond radical (i.c. Form 1 stem)

2.14.
(1) /[ Taxuuya}-19allim [ i bilaad barra) Ay brother h's been educated abroad.
P1(3rd per.,masc. sing)+Perfverb with affix /~t-f znd geminated second radical{i.c. Farm
m

(ii) /[7illi ma yi9rafSi) yitballim.f(lil)\\'hu does not know should be educated Anvbody
czn leam. '

Pl(3rd per.,masc.,sing)+Imperf.verb with affix /-t-/ and geminated second radical(i.c.

Form 1D

(:13) /[?ir22gil da] mit9allim [-mi$ gaahil)/This nian is educated;he is not illiteraie.
Pl(miasc. sing)+Participial passive predicate with the prefix /Mv-/and the affix /-1-/ as

well 23 2 pemninated second radical(i.e. Form IT)

2.15

(1) /?issamak -ittaakil/ The fish has been eaier'l up.

Def.An.+n0un+PI.-(3rd per.,masc.,sing.)+Perf.verb with affix /-1-/ and 2 lengthened /-a-/
after first redical(i.e. Form IIT) .

l (31) /[?117akl da] yittaakil [kullu]/All of this food should be eaten.

Pi(3rd per.,masc.,sing.)+Imperf.verb with affix /-t-/ 2nd a lengthened /-a-/ aﬁcri first
radical(i-.c. Form 1IT)

(111)/] 71172kl da] mittaakil [nuSSu] /Half of this foed is eaten .



Plgmase, sing)? Participial passive predicate whth the prefix: Mv-fand the affis /-1-f as -

well as a lenpihened /-a-f afier first radical(i.c. Fonm 1i1)

Com_z*arihg sentenees (i) 1o those of (i) and (iii) of all the sentences in 2.13..2.14.
and 215, we notice that it is the participial passive predicare (i.e. schlcnces (iit) that -
comveys the incompletive aspect. Sentences (i),0n the other hand, convey the completive
aspeet. As for sentences (i) these simply "state the cxistence of a relationship between an
action and the paticnt of the action™ (R.W. Langacker and P.Munera’s,1975: §02)
regardicss of the time element. Therefore,it is sentences (i) that convey the completive
aspect and it is sentences (ili) that convey the incompletive aspéc( which is associated
with the prescnt state of affairs.

However, despite the above mentioned similarities between the participial 'p.assi\’e.
predicate and the verbal passive predicate ,they are noncthcless different in several
respects. The first is that the participial passive predicate must have the preﬁx‘ My-
fwhich is a nominal passive marker. The second difference is that the participial passive
predicate can not carry the affix /-n-/,which is in many cases interchangeable with the /-t-
{ affix in the verbal passive predicate. This difference between the two kinds of predicates

may be demonstrated by sentences 2.16. and 2.17,in which the latter sentences are ill-

formed.

.2.16. Verbal Passive Predicates with Affix /-n-/

(1) /?insarz2?/ 71t has been stolen or he has been robbed.
Pl(3rd per.,masc,sing)+Perf. verb with affix /-n-/

Gi) /7inkatab/ It has been written down.

PI(3rd per.,masc,sing)+Perf. verb with affix f-n-/

(iii) /2inDarab/ He has been beaten.

PI Pi(3rd per.,masc,sing)+Perf. verb with affix /-n-/

(iv) fyinsiri? [- law sibtu J/ It might get stolen if you left it unatiended.



PIasd poremase singH Imperf verb with affix /-n-f
(V) Avinkitib’ 1t may be wnitten.

Pi{3:d per,mase,sing)+Imper!. verb with affix /-n-f

2.1 7. Panicipia] Predicates with Affis Aon./f

{1} 7 (hinaa ) minsiri?/ Iis stolen.

{FP{3rd person,masc.,sing.)] 1Pl(masc_ sing) Mv+/-n-/affix=participial predicate
(#1) /*(d=2) minkitib! This is written;i.e. fate

[Danvpron.{masc,sing.) J+Pl{masc.,sing)+Mv+ f-n-/aflix=panticipial predicate
.(iii)_l‘ (huwwa) miuDirib/He is beaten.

{FP(3rd person,masc.,sing.)} 4 Pl(niasc. sing) +Mv+/-n-faffix=participial predicate

Sentences 2.16. and 2.17. also display another difference berween the participial
passive predicaic and that of the verbal passive predicate. Scntences 2.17. are ill-formed
in ECA not only as they have participial passive predicates with the affix /-n-/ but also as
the frez pronominal forms are of an optional status. Whereas the verbal predicate may
hzve a free pronominal or pronominal inflections as its subjeci;the participial prcdicate
obligatorily takes a frec pronominal. This is because the verbal predicate of ECA has
inflections heavy enough for the local determination of a subject small pro in the sense of
Ch;:\msk)' (1932 b)but the panicipial prcdicale does not. This may be further
demonstrzted by sentences 2.18
2.18.

(i) 7 (huw-wa) ?itsara?/ He has been robbed.

(Free Pronoun)+PH(3rd per..masc.,sing.)+Perf. verb with affix /-1-/

(ii) /(huwwa) Zitkatab [fi-llista}/ He hes been written down.on the list.
(Frec Pronoun}+PI(3rd per.,masc.,sing.y+Perf. verb with affix /-t-f '
(113) / huwwa maktuub{fi-llista)! He is written down on the list..

Free Pronoun+Pl(masc.,sing)+Passive Participial predieate with internal vocalic change



(iv) /2inaagil da mitraa?iv’ This man is watched.

Def Art4 noun+Dem P+(masc,,sing)+ Pl{masc.,5ing)+ Passive Pariicipial picdicate \\:iih
afhx

i-1-1,

)/ * mitraa?ib’

Despite the fact that the free pronouns in sentences 2.18. (i) and (ii) are optional
;nonctheless these sentences are weli-formed because they have verbal predicates As the
verbal predicate hés inflections heavy enough for lhf local determination of 2 subject
small prothese sentences are not subjectless when there i no free pronominal form as
subject. This heavy inflection is shown by the fact that the Pl of the verbal predicale-has
features for person, number and gender;but the Pl of the participial predicate only has
features of number and gender. The fact that the paricipial predicate in ECA clmly has
features of number and gender is again attributable to its sharing character;siics with the
nominal categories since n:i!her the noun predicate nor the adjective predicate ma& have

person inflections,as shown by sentences 2.19.

2.19.

(i) (i) /fhuwwa muhandis/ He is an engineer.

FP(3rd person ,masc. sing. J+PI(masc. sing)+noun passive predicate
(ii).". muhandis/ |

(iii) huwwa mismirr/ He is tanned.

FP(3rd person ,masc.,sing.)+PI{masc.,sing }+adjective passive predicate

(iv) /* mismir/

Sentences 2.19.7 (i) and (iii) are well-formed because we have free pronouns as
subjects.' As for those of (ii} and (iv),they are ill-formed because the nominal predicates

do not have inflections heavy enough for the generation of subject small pros,making



these semiences subjectless, They are reparded as subjectless predicates just 2s that of

(28]

J8. (). in which we alse buve a subjectless panicipial passive predicate

3. The Denvation of Scutences with Participlat Passive Predicates

The ECA passive sentence with a participial passive predicate may be shown 1o have

the D-structure in 3.1,

3 /f\GRsI‘\
SPEC - _}G_Rs !
Pl

AGRso Passive Phrasc(Pass. P)
-/ .
SPLC Passive 1
Passive © Aspect Phrase(ASP P)
~ \
SPEC ASPl
/

ASPo AGRoP

yd

SPEC  AGRol

|

AGRo®  ParlP.

SPEC Par]
0OB) Part.o
Part-1 Pari.0

Pan-1  Part-]
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D-structure 3.1, has the properiics shown in 3.2,

32

(i) D-structure 3.1.has  sphit AGR into AGRs and AGRo,in accordance "with
Chomsky(1989). He says that theie are aélualiy two kinds of verb NP agreement: with
subjeet and object. Accordingly,there are differemt Kinds of NP agrecment with the
participial predicate since we have both the external argumcﬁl and the internal argument.
(ii) At D-structure: the various affixes arc treatcd' as separatc syntactic entitics in
accordance with Chomsky(1989). Therefore, the prefix /Mv/ and the affix  /-t-/, both of
which are passive markers for the passive pariiciple in ECA are treated as scparate
syntactic entities at D-structure 3.1. '

{i1i) Passivity has been reparded as a Functional Category;and it has been projected as a
maxima! projection with a head and a specifier, in accordance with Cﬁonzsky :
(1986,1989),Pollock{1989) and Maracz({1991). C 1
(iv)Aspect has also been projected as a maximal projection with é head and a
specifier;and it has also been regarded as a Functional Category.

(v) The variéus affixes indicating passivity and associated with the panticipial predicate
have been regarded as being on the level of X-1.in accordance with Guasti{1991).

{(vi) This D-structure has also maintainzd that [NP,S] is a non-thematic position in
accordance with Chomsky (1982a);but in the terminolgy of Chomsky(1989} this is
equivalent 10 [SPEC-AGRsP]. Accordingly, the internal argument,which is base-
generated at OBJ, isto be moved to that position (i.e. [NP,§}), where it is to be assigned
nominative case.

(vii) This D-strueture also demonstrates that these passive predicates also have the
external argument,which is base-generated at the {[SPEC-PART. P]. It is also assumed in .
accordance with T. Hockstra (1986).that the external argument is internalized by the

passive morphology(ie. the affix /<1-/ or the internal vocalic alteraton in addition 1o the
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Cprefing M- cammied by the passive participial predicate. But when these “unspecified
arcuments”

or “external arpuments” are lexically claborated, we have AzentiveNDs,in

which case a PP is generated from the participial predicaw (e Part. ).

D-siriciure 3.1, requires the rules in 3.3, in order to derive S-stucture 3.4,

33
{N ORI NMovement
This movement rule raises GBJ in D-structure 3.1, from Par, | 1o [SPEC-
AGRoPliand then to [SPEC-AGRsP],where it is assipned nominative Case by its
govenor AGRs 1 a S-structure. Therefore,this intemal argument is not assigned Casc
within the Participial Predicatein accordance with Chomsky's(198Z2) second crucial
property of passives,which requires the [NP,VP] not to receive case within VP. But
ré.cei\'ing nominative Case from AGRs ! at S-structure,this arpument(i.c. the intemnal
rgument) has become visible for the €-criterion at LF;in turn,it is assigned.an internal
thematic role by ©i$ predicate head(ie. the particinle),  As for the external argun‘lenl
found with passive predicates , it is assigned intemal Case by that prdicate head,whereby
it s made wvisible 1o the thematic criterion and zssigned an external O-role by its
piedicate(i.e.Pari. P). It remains intemnalized by the predicate due to the presence of
pzssive morphology in the head of that predicate.
This movement rule does not violate the locality conditions proposed by Rizzi (1990).
Thercfore, the trace in OBJ is antecedent governed by its antecendent in [SPEC-AGRoF]
in 1hé first cycle. In the second cycle,the trace in {SPEC-AGRoP] is antecedent governad

by its aniecedent in [SPEC-AGRsP).

{(ii) Predicate Head Incorporation Rule

As zffixes related to a head of 2 predicate -must be properly attached at 5-

structure{Chomsky,1989),the predicate head incorporation fule must apply since we are

i
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reparding the passive aflixes as mcomporation trigeers. This role invelves four excies. The
first cyvcle raises Part.0 10 AGRo ®ithe second cycle raises it to ASP, 0;und the thind eyele
is to Pass. 0. Tinally the fourth cycle raises it 10 AGRs 0,

Thiz movement rule also abades to the locality conditions of Rizzi(1990). The wrace in
Part.0 is head governed by the trace in AGHRo Cowhich in tumn is head governed by the
trace in ASP.O. Apain the trace in ASD'.0 is head governed by the trace in Pass. 0,whichis

in turm head governed by AGRs ©.

Applyving the rules of OB) movement and that of the Predicate Head Incorporation,we

can derive S-swcture 3.4,
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Conclusion

The puth categorial status of the participial catepory has been exemplified by the
passive pariicipial predicate ,showing that it shares characterictics with boih the veib
categery and the nominal categorics. It shares with the verb category the fact that it makes
use of the verbal passive marker,which is the affix /-1-/ ; the fact that it derives difTeremt
passive participial forms by making use of different verh forms such 25 Fonns 1l and 11
;and the fact it has the capacity 1o con\’E)' aspect. It also shares with the nominal
categories the fact that it is associated with the afTixes of gender and number assaciated
with nouns @ the fact that makes use of the nominal passive prefix /Mv-/ ; its capacity to
indicate passivity by means of internal vocalic alieration; and 1ts capacity to be introduced
by the definte article:.

Therefore, the ECA passive participle has the features [+N] and {+V];and according to
which #t is regarded as a case assigner. In tum,it is assumed that the E(;A p.assi\'e
participial prediczte has both the external and the intemnal case;the fact which accordingly
enables it to have both the external as well as the iniemal 8-role. That the participial
passive predicate ECA doss have the external as well as the internal arpument can be seen
from tihe fact that it may have its external arpument lexically claborated,in which case we '
have an Agentive NP, It is in this respect that the passivization of the participial category
“in ECA is assumed not involve the manipulation of the 8-grid. Also as the process of
passivization in ECA does not involve acategorial change since ECA has an active
participial predicate as well as a passive parlicipial predicate,we could regard it as

involving a syntactic rule,rather than a lexical one.



End-notes

1. The term “Fath Catepori(cs) " is borvowed from D Pesctsky(1981). However,the
conicnt in vwhich it is used heve is different.

20 H.GRalv{(1994),it was shown that there are nominal p?ssi\'c predicates as well as
verbal passive predicates i educated Cairene Arabicltis to ;'uotcd that this is in kecping
with Chomisky (1952a), in wwhich it has been shown that both verbals constructions as
well as nominals constructions may be passivized in English.

3. Even though the verbal predicate in Modem Standard Arabic designates passivity by
internat \;o:a‘;i: zlieration,yel llﬂs is not the case with ECA. For examplc, /kutiba kitaab/
"A beok has been written "and /fuhima -d-dars”™The lesson has been understood” are
regarded as perlaining io-Modcrn Standard Arabic. In ECA, the passive forms /?itkatzb
kitab! and /?ifaham -d-dars! are preferred.

4.For a discussion of the assimilation of the definite article to the initial scund of the
nominal to which it is annexed sze D.Cowan (1982) 2s regards Modem Li!crar); Arzbic
since ECA is similar to it in this respect. In ECA_the "sun letters” of D. Cowan (1952:3)
as well as the sounds /k/ and /g/ are assimilated. .

5. See D. Cowan (1982) for a classification of the verbs in Modermn Literary Arabic. -

6. A similar assimilation transforms /mit-f to /mi$/. This assimilation applies to "the sun
letters" which are /v, /8], /a7 JB/, I/, 12} f 81, 18!, 1S1, DI, ITH, 18,7, /Y, In/(see D. Cowan
,1982) And in ECA it also applies to the /k/ and /g/ sounds..

7.1 is to be noted that the /-n-/ in the prefix /2in/ has not been assimilated to the initial
sound of the word towhich it is annexed in order to m;“akc it clear 10 the reader that it is
the affix /f7in', and not that of /7it). But if the affix !?inf is assimilated,then the
pronunciation of these words is as follows : /?issara?//?ikkatab/ /?iDDarab/ fyissiri?

/vikkitib!
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