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A P::th (';~tccorv in cCu.:atrd C'aitcnr Arahir 

by Huda l\Ul. Gh:.ly 

he\'\!) thr Svmhl'l$ \~se-d 10 tr~,5rri~l' c-du;:-~trd Caircn(' /\rahi<·(EC' Al 

(i) Stops: 

! .lb.' voiccd bila~ial stop 

2. /tl and "/d/ voiceless and voiced apical dent~! $lOps 

3.fk/ and/~/ voiceless and voice.J velar sh~p~ 

4.1?1 voiceless glottal stop 

5. /q I voiceless u,·ular stop 

(ii) Fricatin·s 

l ./f! ,·oiccless labio-dental fricative 

2./s.' and /21 voiceless and vciced dental grooved fricatives 

3./$1 voiceless palatal fricati•:c 

4. l'n.! voiceless glottal fric.ativc 

5./xl and I g I voiceless and voi~ed U\"Ular fricnth:es 

6.1H/ and /9/ voiceless and vc.iced phal)ngcal fricatives 

(iii) Emphaties 

1. ff/ and /D/ voiceless and voiced dental,apical emphatic· stops 

2./S/ dental emphatic fricative 

(i\") Resonants 

1 ./r/ trilled resonant 

2./ l /lateral resonant 

(\·)Nasals 

I. /m/ bilabial nasal 

2./n! dental nasal 



(,·j) SC'mi- Vowel~ 

1 ,!,,..,velar !'rmi- vowel 

2./y/ p:1b.tal semi- vowel 
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It is to he noted th:tt/q I h:1.s bcc.~n regarded as a phoneme inCA because there arc some 

\\'or,i:; tkl! ca:: only h~H·Iq /such as I qahira' ''Cairo" and I qur"?a:m/ "Quran'' 

/if and /iii high f:-onu~a;\.llllldcd short and long ~·owds respectively 

lui and /uuf hir.h hark ,rounded shorl and long YC'wcis rc:.p~.!ctiH·ly 

lei and !eel mid front ,unwunded sho11 and long vo,-.·cls rcsp~c~ivc1y 

lol and /co/ mid ha~k ,rounded short and long ,·owcls respectively 

/a' and /aallow central unrou~dcd short and long vowels respccti\'ely 

There are a great variety of allophonic reaJizations of each phoneme; but they are not our 

concern in this study. 

1. Introduction 

The participle of educated Cairene Arabic(E CA) in this study has been describod as a 

path c.ategmyl in the sense that it shares charac-teristics of both nouns and verbs. Its status 

as a path catcgOJ)' in the syntax of ECA may be exemplified by basically concentrating on 

its passi\'e participial predicate fomis in relation to those of the passive verbal 

predicate,on the one hand, and those of the passive nominal pi-edicate2,on the other. It is 

to be shown that the ECA passive participle bas both the [+N] feature a..'ld the [+V]. 

In English,Burzio(I9Sl)says that the participle loses its [-N] features and simply 

maintains its {+V] features. It loses its verbal property because it becomes neutralized,in 

turn, it becomes incapable of assignng Case. This is known as Burzio's 

Generalization,which states that " If and only if a verb assigns a e-role to its subject 

position will it be able to assign Case to its object".(I981:170). 
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s:mibrly. Chomsky (19S2a) S:'tYS th~t ajjC'ctiYC'S arc l +V J and l"' N) catCl!NiC's:nouns. 3h.' 

! + !'} and !-\'} c.atcgMics;pr,·position> are 1-N} •J>d (-\'} ca\cgorics;and wrl•s n;c I~ V] and 

l·l'] cah.·goriC'!' and that it is only the (-N] catr.:;".Nics t.h:1t me cRsc assip_n('rS. in En~1ish~i.c. 

the V and the P categories. ChC'\ms.l:y( 19S2a) ~lsC' dcscribrs .. \\'iu: is u::u:1lly called 

"p.:!S.!'ivc ... as having ""two cmcial pr~o'pcnics~·: 

1.1. 

"I. [NI',S] docs no: receive e-rolc 

n fNP ,VP] dc::-s not r.:cci\'c Case \\ithin Vi' ,for some choice ofNP in VP .. (l9S:!<.i:l24) 

A.nd in C~scribing passivity in Classical Arabic,Chom!-l:y(19S2a) ~~ys that "quitC' a 

different an:a,Jl.g.cmcilt :of dzt:l from English synt.~ctic or lexical p3ssi,·cs"' is found. 

"'Classical Arabic: has a lexical passive combined \\ith a Case assignment rule th:lt a~signs 

nominative Case to the first NP follo"inl'- the verb and ohjecti,·c Case to th< NP 

follo\\ing it" (I 982a: 120). He goes on to say that its "passive c.onstruction is not copular 

and passive involves no movement"( 1982a: 133) 

In kc;:ping \\ith Chomsl;y(1982a), passivity in educated Caircne Arabic has been shown 

in H.Ghaly (I 994) to apply to both verbal and nominal constructions n·cn though it 

repre"scnts "quite a different arrangement of data fro~ English syntactic or leXical 

pa.<osivcs";one of which is that both verbal and nominal passive predicate heads arc case 

assigners in ECA. in this study,it is to be shown tl1atthe participial passive predicate 

head is also a case assigner and that it al~o shares some of the other characteristics of the 

verbal ar1:d the nominal passive predicates. 

The participles in English ha\·e also been discussed by T. Hoekstra (1986). He says 

tl1at "Participles arc used in three different types of constructions: a. as prcnorninal 

modifoers ·-· b. in passives ... c. in perfect constuctions."(97). These three diiferent types 

he illustrates by the examples in 1.2. 

1.2. 

(i) a written manuscript 

(ii) The manuscript was \\Tiittcn 

(iii) He has written the manuscript. 

... 



..; .. 
' 
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adj('ctin· (cf. \\'asc•\,. 1977 ,19f:O,nn:sn:m 19SO,\\"illi:.tm::. 19S 1 ). h. a JXl~siYc p3rlicipk 

:~nd c. a pcrft~ctiH' pariiciplc".(97). Rut Horkstra (19S6) s:o1ys th:tt Hod:stra(1984) has 

sh•.l\\ 11 th.:tt "there is no moti\'ntion to call th;:- p:micip!t: a:1 adjcctiYc" and th~t the 

''<Hgumcnb (lffL'ICd hy \\".::J.snw and \\'illi:1ms h' di~:in:!uish bl.':wccn a lcxic,ll and a 

tr~:nsfLlmlJ.tion.:11 an:~ly~is ofpassiw:s \\ere shm\11 to bc cithL~r \Hltcn.1hk or insuniicicnt.or 

suJ"crnuous" (1986:97). Hoekstra (1986) .goes on to say th:tt the verb ''v•ritc" in 1.2.(i) 

2:·(j (ii), has two thematic rolcs;i.c. fl.: an,i Si. The former is as.signl'd to PM;whik the 

latte-r is assigned to NP object. Then where 1\Pi end:; uP ''depends on its environment'' 

But in 1.2.(ii) ,the ''NP ultimately niO\"CS to the matrix subject r~sition of the" \~crb 

bc,which takes the passive \'-projection as its small clause complement''(97). ln both 

1.2.(i) and (ii), "PM is an arg.umcnt,and ,&s surh,,·isible to the thematic criterion because 

it is assigned the Case oftbe verb."(97) This is why the nrb perish differs from that of 

~Tile since the fonner is an ergative verb;that is ,it does not have ar1 extema1 ~ole nor does 

it h:.we Case. The "external aigurnent is granm1atirally represented in pa5sives ,but not in 

e.g. middles,which just as much as passives, imply the participation of an agent".(96) It 

is in this respect that he believes that the difference between perish and \\Ti1e is 

Jexical;but that between v..Tite inl.2. (i) and (ii) is syntactic depending on l\TP movement 

and it is not a categorial change . 

. Therefore, for Hoekstra (1986) "the external argument is grarn.matically represented in 

passives" and it "remiDns part of the thematic grid in passives". And since "by the 

thematic cri1erion, it must be borne by a legitimate argument expression"(96),he goes on 

!o say that "the external role and the internal Case are not absorbed as it has been 

called,but. the internal Case is assigned to the extemal argument". This "argument 

cxpression,i.c.the expression which bears the external role and which is assigned Case is 

participial morphology" , to which he refers to as "PI\1."(96) Despiie the different 

arrangement of data found in ECA from that of English,yet it is to be sho"ll that the 

passive participial predicate in ECA does ha"e two 6-roles in accordance with Hoekstra· 
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h:!rJX'nS nvt 10 b·: C'l:1b0rJH:d by lo.ical or referential content. Thi~ simil.:!rity ~etwecn 

Tl'flexin~·s; an~ p:!SSi\T5 may be diagramed as in 1.4. 

1.4. 

(a) Rencxiw cbu>c (h) Pa>si\'e clause 

/\~ 
Nl N2 V 

/s\'-:--.. 
N I N 2 V 

\ I I \ 
X X X 

The noiJ-d~s!inctnes.s in 1..4. (a) is by virtue ofcoreferencc; while in 1.4. (b) it is by 

virtue of the unspecified character of the su'bject of the passive. lt is t1--Lis similarity that 

allows for .the extension of the morpheme of reflexive to both reflexive and passive use. 

Thls .,can be \'ic,,·ed as a generalization in function in the sense that the morpheme comes 

to mi!Ik,not just a special case ofnondistinctncss but the general cases"(80l ). They said 

th3.t it is a phenomenon th<3.t is found in many languages of the world and that a natural 

explana1ion for su;:h a phenomenon is in tcm1s of the unspecified subject hypothesis. 

ll1is tendency for the extension of the reflexive morpheme to both reflexi\'c and, 

pa.<sive use has been demonstrated in Egyptian Arabic by T. F. Mitchell (I 956),and in 

Modem Literary Arabic by D. Cowan (I 982). As regards Egyptian Arabic, Mitchell 

(1956) says that the pr('frxes /?it! and /?in/ are both r~flexi\'e and passive markers. 

Cow2..11 (1982) says that /?in/ is bDth a passive and a rcf1exh·c marker for Modem Literary 

~-.. 
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/\1•1hic. Oil the other h:md .for C'bssical Arabic as d~·:'crihcd hy G.Sa~dt19SJ.) both /?in' 

.aml /?it/ p11:fixcs arc co\'C.'Tl rcOcxin.· markers .In this study,we hope to provide furth.cr 

dcmom:tru.tion of this general langu~gc tendency in the description of the the passi\'(· 

p:triicipial predicate in cdu("atcd Cair&:'ne A1abic ;and this in tum represents one of the 

ch2rJ.ctcristics of the )!J.Ssivc participial predicate which it sh3res with the passive \'C'rhal 

The bJ.sic corpus ofthi~ study con~ists of several tapes transcribed of scvera! TV 

5rric:; conducted in educated Cairene ArJ.hic al0ng with thr sprcch of her family's;wh~1sc 

members are repres1. .. !1tativcs of educated Cair~ne Arabic;lt must be noted ,however, ·that 

despite the fact that there is ''a stront; contrast hetwren colloquial fom1s of Arahic 2nd 

what is calicd 'Modem Literal)' Arabic' or 'Modem Standard Arabic'(MSA)" yet "it is not 

at all clear that one can ma.\.e .a sharp ,clear,bilinear split between just two registers of 

Arabic native to Cairo".(J.GaJ)' and· S.Gamai-Eidin, 1981 :1) This is because "there is . 

clearly a muhi·glossic situation in Cairo where a van~ity of registers of Arabic m~y b~ 

e1nployed by the same speaker depending on such factors as the topic ,the situatiQn,the 

listener,and the speaker himse1f."(J.Gary and S.Gamai-Eldin, 1981 :1) 

Nonethelcss,ext;eme effort bas been exerted to be very selective so as to include in her 

corpus only samples of educated Cairene Arabic·as much as possible. 

2. Desciip!ion of the ECA Passive Participial Predicates in relation to the Passive 

l'ominal 

Predicates and the Passive Verbal ·Predicates 

In the description of the passive participles ofECA ,we have made use of D. 

Cowan's (1982) description of the passh·e participle in Modem Literary Arabic as it is 

applicable to ECA. He says L'lat the passive participle is a multi-form part of speech that . 

hasth~ 

/Mv-/and that it differs in this respect from the active participle,which has the form 

/faa9i!un/. Applying· this to ECA, we find that the passive participle is indeed a multi 
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f"''"m p.1rt t.""~f $pc.:-('h tlut Ju:: thl." prt~flx ~~h·.' and th.1t it also diffc1$ in thi~ rt:S;'I.'~~t from 

th1.' a~tivc p:rrticipk,which hJs the fonn /faa9il 1
• However, in difft.'rcn:i:ning between the 

p.l:':-.ivc p:r:ti"·ipk and thl" :Ktivc particip\...' of EC A scmanticaHy."c h::tvc m:\01.' u~c of 

Ch~...,msky's( l9S~) dcfmitilm 0f pJ.5sivrs,in ,,,;hich (!'.P ,S] is ddhcm~!tizc..i. 1\c('Ndi:lfly,thc 

?.Ctin· p:1.ni .. ·ipl~.· of [LA i:' :!S!-umrd to 9-m.:ut its (l'\1\S]. This m:!y P:: dcm,..1nst:-at~·d ~y 

2.1. 

(i) /huwwa IDO!ktuuh (fi-Uist<!)/ I h: is written down on the list. 

Fr('C prt.,noun(f"P)+passivc participle predicate; Pl(masc.,sing.) 

{iinmwwa ?aatil'He is a kilkr. 

fp.; active participle~ Pl(masc .,sing) 

(iii) /huwwa kaatib fi-lmaHkama·1~e is.a.clerk in the court of justice. 

FP-- active participle predicate-4 Pl(masc.,sing.)+prep+noun+PI(fem.~sing) 

Despite the fact that all of the sentences in 2.1 have predicates \\ith participial 

heads,yet it is only sentence 2.1. (i) whose [NP,S] is note-marked by its predicate .This is 

because its predicate has .-a_ .-passive participial head. As for Sentences (ii) and (iii),ihese 

haw predicates that doe-mark their [NP,S] and have the form /faa9ill ;accordingly,they 

are predicates \\ith active participial heads. 

Having dcfincd the passive participia) predicate ofECA,let us now look at its 

nominal as well as its \'Cibal characteristicsl.justifying its status as a path category in the 

· synt:!.:x of ECA. T un1ing first to its nominal characteristics, we can say that it has the 

synta:tic behaviour-of nouns in the sense that it is associated with the gender and number 

affixes associated with nouns and that it may also be prefixed by the definite artic1c /?ill. 

This is demonsrtated by sentences 2.2. 

2.2. 

(i) lhu\\·wa -lmaktuub [fi-llista]/ He is the one wrinen down on the list. 

Free pronoun+Dcf.Art.+passi,·c participle predicate+PI(m'asc.,sing.) 
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(ii) /hiyya mahtuuha IfJ..llista ]! Sbc is writtt·n d{n\1l on the li:'L 

free pwntiUJl . .f pa!'~i\'t' p3!1icip1e. prcdicatt--1 ~l(fcm.,sing.) 

(iii) fln!.ll"IJ1l., -lmaktubiin [fi-Jiista) ffhry 3TC" th:: OHCS \\Tittt'll dtt\\11 OTl the list. 

Fra rron0un-l .ncf./\rt-i p:lssin:- part icipk p!Cdicatc~ Pl(.pl) 

This similarity of thC' S)1ltactic h~o.'h~n·iour of the p:ls!'in:- p.::o.rticipial prc-dicatc ttl that of 

the nominal pr.:-Jicatc n13,Y he funhcr d~..~moll:>.tr.1t~d by srntrnres 2.3,in which WI? hJ\'e 

nC'minai· prcdi.:-a:~s. These scnh:m:es ~tlso sl,ow that thi:" syntactic hrh::t.viour is r.ot 

restricted to the p~ssivc participial predicate only but th;1t it is als;o found in the acti\'e 

p:1rticipial predicate as well. In other word~ ~it pert.<'.ins to the category itself whether 

active or p;t:-sivc. 

2.3 . 

. (i) I huwwa ruuhandis' He is an engineer. 

FP+noun predicate+Pl(masc.,sing) 

(ii) fnuw\\'3 ~lmuhandis/ He is the engineer. 

FP+Def.Art.+noun predicate+PI(masc..,sing) 

(iii) flti))'3 mubandisaf She is an engineer. 

FP+noun prediczte+Pl(fem.,sing) 

(iv) /humma muhandisiin/They are engineers. 

FP+noun predicate+ Pl(pl) 

(v) /huwwa -l?aatil/ He is the killer. 

FP+Def.Art.+active participle+PI(masc.,sing) 

(vi) lhi)ya -l?atlal She is the killer. 

FP+Def.Art.+active particip1e+Pl(fem.,sing) 

(\·ii) /humma -l?atalal They are the killers. 

FP+Dcf.Art.+aciive participle+Pl(pl) 

Comparing the predicates of sentences 2.2. "ith those of2.3.,we find that both the 

active and the passive predicate v.ith participial heads display the syntactic behaviour of 
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with noun5- in EC A znd that thC'y may be intro.:!u.:-cd by a dt"fmitc article. 

Ar,0thi'r simibrity between the p:1:::sin· rmidpbl r:-l·dicatcs. and anJ the p:!s::;.iyc 

nC'mir..1l prt:di~7att:"s in g&:ncral is their cap.!cit~ 10 in~icatc: pas~i\'ity by mc:an:- of intcrflal 

\'('IC3lic .:lh~r.1~i ... "'ln 3 and in m~"'S.t case:: to t:1.!\...c \lSO::: of the rr..:ftx fr-.h·l. This may be 

dcmo:l5tratcd by Si'ntcnci"s ~ .4. and • 25.,the f'-"'rrtlcr sentences C\f which ha' e p:!!iicipial 

p.:!SSin• prcdica:\.':' and the Jat:CT 5('0\l'tll~CS of which h.1YC 00111ill:l\ p.:t.;;s,ivc prcdicatcs.ln 

the former s;:onten.:-es, passiYity is indicatl~d by means of int\.'m31 ,·ocalic ahcratir·n and th.: 

prefix !}. h -.';and in the l3ttcr sentences passh·i~y is indicat('d by means <lf inh'm~l vocalic 

alteration ;ant! in some cases ,.,.e also ha,·c the prefix /Mv-l. 

2.4. P2!i.knia1 Passive Predicates with 1ntema, \'ocalicAheration 

(i)./huwwa ma?tuul' He is killed. 

F~ee Pronou...,(i.e.FP)+l\1v+ participial fom1 with internal \'Ocalic change =passive 

predicat6 Pl(masc .,sing) 

(ii.) /huwwa maktuub [fi-1-lista)/ He is wrinen do\\n.(on the Jist). 

FP+!v1v+partkipial with internal \'Ocalic cha"lge =passive predicate+Pl(masc.,sing) 

(iii) /huwwa ma9?uul [fi TaSarrufaatu)/ (Lit.)He is reasonable[ in his bchaviour).He is a 

reasonable man. 

FP+M\·+participial fonn \\ith internal \'ocalic ch~ge=passivc predicate+Pl(masc.,sing) 

(iv) I huwwa tn3.llk':lum/ He is a controlled one. 

FP+!\h+participial form \\ith internal vocalic change=passi\"c predicate+PI(masc.,sing) 

(\') ida mafl>uuru [$iwayya)/ This one is understood a bit .This one is slightly easier to 

understand. 

FP+Mv~participial fom1 \\ith internal vocalic change=passive predicate+PI(masc .• sing) 

(vi) /huv.;wa mazluum! He is an innocent suspect. 

FP+}.h-!--participial form with internal vocalic change=passive prcdicate+Pl(masc .• sing) 
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(i)l'il9aruusa S.akloha mi$] llihY [hassi -n-nah:uda 9aSaon farallha] millhmwa 

/(lit)ll1e hridC' is not prctty~but today be-cause of her w~dding slll' iS beautified.· 

adjccti\•c (without prefiX /]\h~/)1 passive adjrctivc fonn (with pr~fix /}..1\·~/ anj intcn~:l) 

Vl'Calic ch:mgc ]=pa~sivc predicate+ Pl(f~m.sini!) 

(ii)'?ilwalad [da mi$] ?aSmarr [bass -il)'oomeen d,>ol] ruismirr [mi-SA S.ams]' The boy 

do~s not ha\'e a dark complexion ;hut hc- is t.:mn('d tl1c~c days from thr sun.11u~·sr d:-.y::; .he 

·has a slight tan. 

Dcf.Art.-t-nOLm+ajjcctivc [without prt::flx /Mv~/)1 r~~sivr adjective fonn (\\ith prefix ,~h·~ 

I and internal vocalic charigc]=passh·e prcdicatc+Pl(m:lSc.,sing) 

(iii) /[?eeh) ?innuur (da l:ullu da]-1-bcet mina"~•·ar (buwgudku).l (Lit.)What is all this 

light! The house is radiant due to your presence in it. 

Def.An., uominal "ithout prefix /M\'-/+Def.An.+noun+nominal form witl1 prefix ft-.1\'-/ 

and internal vocalic change=passivc predicate-! Pl(masc .,sing) 

(iv) I ?inta [taaxud door] -il?aatil [wi] hu•m·a [yaaxud door J-il?atiil!Ydu(n\asc.,sing) 

take the role ofthe killer and he the murdered one. 

Free pronun+Def.Art.+ acti\'e nominal+free pronoun+Def.Art.+passive noffiinal (\\ith 

internal vocalic alteration). 

(iii) I [?ana -faddal ?akuun]9aamil [basiiT wa-la:> -ktm$]9amiil (liihum]ll'd rather he a 

simple worker than be a secret agent for them. 

active nominal+passive nomina.l (with internal vocalic alteration). 

The passive pat1icipia1 predicates also show some similarity with the passive verbal 

predicates.The first simila:ity is that both display different verbal forms. As a maner of 

fact, many of the_ various forms of the passive participles in ECA are differen~ because 

they are actually composed of different verbal forms annexed to the prefix fM\'-/. There is 

a form that has a verbal form of Form Il annexed to the prefix fMv-/. And there is 

anot.oer form that has the verbal form of Form lli S annexed to the prefix /l\h·-1. This 

similarity of the various forms of the passive participial predicates in ECA to those of the 

passive verbal predicates may be demonstrated by sentences 2.6. ,2.7., 2.8., imd 2.9. 
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2.6. Partidpi~l Passive Prt•dicatr~ with /-t-1 Aflix and Form II 

(1) I huww~ miS6S:.1TTar {9a1ccna)/ (lit)l-k i5 hl.'ing made clever 0n U:'. J-lc i~ taking 

rP~ }\h-; -t- amx +pJrticipi2l fl'lffil with th,:o ~('('Ond r~hiic?.l l!C'niin:lh.~d l.C. Form Jl 

=-pa .. sivc r-rcdi,JtCi PJ(ma~C' .,sing.) 

(ii) /huwwa mikkaLl,:.~r (9a1cenaJ' (lit)He is being m:tdc in 3 st:ltr of bigness em us. He is 

fP.o! ~1\'i ~1- affix +plrticipial fom1 with the second radical g"•ntinatcJ i.e". Form II 

==passive pr_edicate-i- Pl(masc.,si!ig) 

(iii) /huwwa n1itnawwar.' (lit)He is being made in an iHuminatcd statc.He is enlightened. 

FP+l\!v+ -t- afiix +participial form \\ith the second radical geminated i.e. Form II 

=passive predicate+PI(masc.,sing) 

(iv) /di mitgayyar~ [xaalis)/ This one is completely changed. 

Dcm.P+Pl(fem.,sing)+l\Iv++ affix+participial fom1 \\ith , the second radical geminated 

i.e. Fom11l =passive predicate+Pl(fem.,sing) 

(vi) /(?ilfusttm da] mit?aSSarrThis dress is shortened. 

tv1v+/-t-/ 2ffix~geminated second radical i.e. Fom1 J1 =passive participial 

predicate+ PI(masc.,sing) 

(vii) /dah mit92Bimrrhis one is educated. 

Dem.P+Pl(masc.,sing)+:Mv+/-t-1 .affix+geminated second radic2l i.e. Fonn ll =passive 

participi:d predicate+PI(masc.,sing) 

(viii) lhmnva miSSarrafbiina·'He is honoured by us. 

FP+PI(masc.,sing)+Mv+/-t-1 affix+gem;nated second radical i.e. Form Il =passive 

participid predicate+ Pl(masc.,sing)+prcp+ Pl(l st per., sing) 

2.7 .. Participial Passh·e Predicates with /-1-/ Affix and Form III 

(i)./dah mittaakil1 
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Thi~(m:tsc .,!'ing) Clnl" is wom out. 

Dcmonstrati\"C r~(\llOUn{masc.,sin~~}ll\h+ -t- aflix ~ plrticipi~l f0ml wjth a lon,g /-a' after 

tht· f1rs1 radical_ i.e. Fonn III =passive pa·dicatc·l PJ(m3s.:- .• ~ing) 

(ii.) /huww<i milraa?ib-' He is b~.·ing watchcJ. 

Fl'; ~h ~-1· aflix-+ participial flmn with a long /-a' ~ft~r first the r~tdical i.e. F0m11ll 

=passin· prcdicat('+Pl(masc.,sing) 

(iii) I huwwa mitaaxid [Siwa))'a mi -1-xaP~r)/ He is a bit moved Dy the news. 

FP-t f'.h'-+ -1- affix+participial fonn with a long /-a' aft.l·r lh~ fir:>t radical i.e. For111lll 

=pJSsive predicate+PJ(ma..<\c.,sing) 

(iv) /[?issu?aal da] miggaawib[ fi SaOla tanya)/ The question is answered on a difli·rcnt 

p:\gC. 

Mv+ + aflix+participial fonn with a long 1-a! after .the first radical i.e. Fonn lll ~passi,·e 

predicate+Pl(masc.,sing) 

(v) /[?idJulaab da) ruithaa9/ This ont is sold. 

+Mv+/-t-/ affix +long 1-a-1 after the frrst radical i.e. Form m =Pas.si\'e 

prcdicate+Pl(masc.,sing) 

(vi) /huv.wa mitfaagi? [bilxabar)/ He is surprised by the news. 

FP+Mv+/-t-/ affix +long /-a-/ after the first radical i.e. F<mn III =passive 

predicate+Pl(ma.<c.,sing) 

2.8 .Verbal Passive Predicates v.ith Affix /-t-/ and Fonn II 

A. With Perfective Verbs 

(i) /?it?aSSar/lt has been shortened. 

Pl(3rd per.,masc.,sing); Perf. verb+ /-t-/ affix+geminated second radical i.e. Fonn lJ 

(ii) l?it9a11iml He has been educated. 

Pl(3rd per.,masc.,sing)+Perf. verb+ /-t-/ affix+geminated second radical i.e. Fonn II 

(iii)/?iSSarraf [biina)/ He has been caused to be honoured by us. 

Pl(3rd per.,masc.,sing)+Perf. verb+ /-t-/ aflix+geminated second radical i.e. Fonn II 
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(i,·) /lda ~yaCl('.._·ni-]?i1~\..;a~~ar (.xX!!iS).' Poor thint! lk i~ rcaHy hr .. 1l,l'n(i.c. h~ hJS rc.lll)' 

had a trrri~k a;:ci.1L~nt. 

Pl(3rd pcr.,ma.o;;c .• sing)-+P~rf. \'Cr\'1-+/~t-/ aflix+gcminatcd second r~\dicc.t1; i.e. Fonllll 

B \\'lth .lnm.:-rfc ..... tin: Verb~ 

(i) /yit?.sSSar.! It may h~ sh('lncncd. 

Pl(3rd fk!t -~ma!'c .. sing.)4Jmpcrf. verb+ 1-t-l aftix+gcminatcd srcond radical;i.c. Fonn II 

(ii) /~·it9alliml lie n»y be educated. 

Pl(3rd p<:r.,m.asc.,sing.)+lmpcrf. verb+ 1-t-1 aOix+geminatcd second radical;i.e. fom1ll 

(iii) /yiSSarraf biina' He may be honoured by us. 

Pl(3rd per.,masc.,sing.)+lmperf. verb+ 1-t-1 afiix+gemina!ed second radical;i.c. Form II 

(v) /yikkassar/lt moy be smashed to pieces. 

Pl(3rd per.,masc.,sing.)+lmperf. verb+/+/ affix+geminated second radical;i.e. form II 

.2.9. Verbal Passive Predicates \\ith Affix /-t-/ and Form Ill 

A. \\'ith Perfective Verbs 

(i) /?ittaakil! It has been eaten up. 

Pl(3rd pcr.,rnasc.,sing)+Perf. verb+ /-t-/ affix+lengthencd /-a-/ afier frrst radical;i.e. form 

lll 

(ii) i?iggaa" ib/ ]t has been answered. 

Pl(3rd per.,masc.,sing)+Perf. verb+ /-t-/ affix+1engthened /-a-/ after first radical;i.e. Form 

Ill 

(iii) /?itbaa9 [li-1-mazaad]! It has been sold. 

PJ(3rd p<:r.,mase.,sing)+Perf. verb+ /-t-/ affix+lengthened /-a·/ afier first radical;i.e. Form 

Ill 

(iv) /?ittaaxidllt has been taken. 
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ill 

{\') :'?ifllaakim 1 Jk ha5 1--c~.::n tried. 

Plt~rd p~.·r.,masr.,s:n,;)-t Perf. vcrbi /~t·/ affax-i lcn~th\.•ncd l~a·f afti'r fifst ro1dical;i.c. rorm 

Ill 

B. \\'ith lmperfocti\'c Verbs 

(i) /yittaakilllt is edible. 

Pl(3rd per.,masc.,sing)•lmptrf. \'erb+ 1+1 affixi lengthen<d 1-a-1 ·after first radical;i.e. · 

Fonn Ill 

(ii) /yiggaawib/ It may be answered. 

Pl(3rd per .,rnasc .,sing)+ 1m perf. verb+ 1-t-1 affix+ lengthened /-a-/ after first radical;i.e. 

Fonnlll 

(iii) /[mwnkin]yitbaa9[fi-1-mazaad]l It may bt sold. 

Pl(3rd per.,masc.,sing)+lmperf. verb+ 1-t-1 affix+ lengthened /-a-/ after first radical;i.e. 

Form lii 

(iv) /[Jaw sibtu mumkun]yittaaxid/ If you were to leave it behind,it might be taken. 

PJ(3rd per.,masc.,sing)+Jmpcrf. verb+ 1-t-1 affix +lengthened /-a-/ after first radical;i.e. 

Fom1 Ill 

(\') /yitHaakim/ He may be tried. 

Pl(3rd per.,masc.,sing)+lmperf. verb+ 1-t-! affix+ lengthened 1-a-/ after first radical;i.e. 

FormJJI 

Sentences 2.6. , and 2.7. show that there are different forms of participial passive 

predicates.They also show that the difference in their forms is dependent on the different 

verbal forms to which the prefix fMv-/ is annexed. In sentences 2.6 ,we have verbal 

forms thathave the second radical geminated. In sentences 2.7,we have verbal forms that 

ha,·e a lengthening of the /-a-/ after the first vowel;and as these forms are the same as 
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th~"5;? de!-~·ri!"o.:d Py C("twan {19S2) a.::. rc~:rr,h M\'dcm l.ih:rary .-\r;Jhic,wc h:~vc C:!.ll::-.:1 them 

hy the-ir n~•;,~;.:ri.::::1 n:1.mc-s;i.c. FC\ml5ll and 111 rc~pl'~ti\'dy. And compx-ing ~cni~r.cC's 2.6. 

and 2.7. \\ith t_hose of 2.8. and 2.9., it c:m b.:- ~3id thJt thcrC' is a similarity b .. ·twccn tl1c 

fl1nll5 Ofth·:" r~rii,'ipi;J.) pa~~ivc prt"..iicatt"S and th\)$(. oft}~(' VCrhal p:tssin: prcdi.:<Ul'S. 1hc 

diffch:n.:~_· l- .:twc.:n the \"('r\l.ll prcdicatc.~s ofth~.· ~ententes of 2 .R. and llh)$:2' Ctf :J .9. is th:\1 

the ff'rnl.:r h~~vc Fonn 11 '"·erhs~whilc thc linter han~ Fonn Ill \'crbs.; and thi$ difference is 

also f~un .. l h:twccn scnh.·ncC"s 2.6. and 2.7. 

Th:: Sl'Cl)n.j !'imilarity bet w~.~cn thesc two l)liC'S of pas::;i\'C' rr{'dicates m3y also hi! 

dcrn\"'llS~r.ncJ by a comparisl'n betw;!('O scnt~ruX':i :!.6 and 2.7, on th~ one hand ,snd those 

of 2.8. an,d _.2.9 ,<m the Nhc-r . ]n botl1 gn.)ups,the head of the predicate whethrr it is a 

p:.uticiple CIT a verb has the .affix f.t./,which indicates passivity in both cases. This is 

reminiscent of Mitchell {1956),in which he says thot the/?it-/ is a pJ.Ssive sign for the 

verbal predic21e. It also reminds us of R.\\'. Langacker and P. Munero (1975) ,who say 

that the reflexi,·e morpheme. may be generalized in function so as to assume passive 

function. Such is the case in ECA as regards the verbal passive predic.ate ~and as the 

particirle in ECA shares some of the characteriStics of the verb ;it too has made use of 

this affix (i.e. 1-t-l) as a passive marker. This again may be seen as a kind of 

generalization of the function of this affix so that it has extended to another category ;i.e. 

the participle. That the affix 1-t-1 is a passive marker in the verbal predicate of ECA may 

br furthei demonsrtated by scr.tc:lc~s 2.1 O,in which the verbs are of Form]. 

2.10.Verkl Predic>.les "ith /-t-/ Affix and Form 1 

A. \Vith Perfective Verb Fom1s 

(i) /?itwagad' It or he has been found. 

Pl(3rd per., rne.sc.,sing.)+Perf.verb v.ith /-1-/ affix+ Form I 

(ii) /?issara?/ h has been stolen or he has been robbed. 

P1(3rd per.,masc.,sing)+Perf.verb with /-t-/ affix+ Form I 
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. (iii) /'!il Jlbn'h 1 1lc ha:o; bc-~'11 ~.::ttcu. 

Pl(3rd per .,masc .• ~in~)+ r~rf. '""rh wiih 1-t-/ affix -t F<\rm J 

(iY) '?iS~irih! lt has b~cn drunk. 

Pl(3rd. pcr.,masc.,sing)~ Perf. verb ''ith l-t-1 aOix; rorm I 

(\-) /?ikl;asar/ h ha!' hl'Ci1 broke1~. 

PJ(3rd pc-r.,masc.,sing)+Perf. vcrh with/+/ anix-1 F{'lnn 1 

(vi) /?it9~ma1! h has bee-n made. 

Pl(3rd pcr.,masc.,sing.)+Pcrf. verb with /-t-.' affix+ Form 1 

(\·ii) /?ikkaSaf/ It ho.s been unco,·ered or discOvered. 

Pl(3cr pcr.,m3.sc.,sing.}+ Perf. verb with l-t·/ affix +Fonn I 

(viii) l?itf>hamllt has been understond. 

Pl(3rd per.,masc.,sing.)+Perf. verb \\ith 1-t-! affix+ Form I 

'ix) /?itbbas/lt has been worn. 

P1(3rd pcr.,masc.,sing)+Perf. verb \\ith 1-t-1 affix~ Form I 

B. With. Imperfective Verb Forms 

(i) /yitwigid/lt may be found. 

Pl(3rd per.,masc.,sing.)+Imperf.verb \\ith 1-t-1 affix~ Form I 

(ii) /yissiri?/lt may be stolen. 

Pl(3rd per.,masc.,sing.)~lmperf.vcrb with 1-t-1 affix+ Form I 

(iii) /yiDDirib/ He may be beaten. 

Pl(3rd per.,masc.,sing.)~lmpcrf.verb with 1-t-/ afiix+Form I 

(iv) /yiSSiribllt may be drunk 

PI(3rd per.,masc.,sing.)~Imperf.verb \\ith!-t-/ affix+ Form I 

(v) /yikkisir/1! may be broken. 

PJ(3rd per.,masc.,sing.)+Imperf.verb withl-t-/ affix+ Form I 

(vi)/ [Iaazim] yit9imil [waaHid gidiid]l A new one must be made. 

Pl(3rd pcr.,masc.,sing.)+lmperf.verb with 1-t-1 affix+ Form I 
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PJ(~r..i rC'r.,nl3$C.,'Sing.)i Jmp~rf.,·rrb wit~l 1·t·/ aflix-t FCinn 1 

(viii) 'yitfihim' It may~ und('rstoC\d. 

l'lt~r~ r;:or .. nl:!$C,~ing.)"' Jmpcrf. \'Cib with '-t-! nflix.: FC'Inn ·] 

{i"-) :[mur:1kin] yitlihi~ 1 lt U'l:t)"he WC'm. 

Pl(3rd p~r .• m:»C.,>ing.)• lmpcrfscrh with'+l amx~ F"nil I 

Th~ third. similarity ~twrcn th~: pasSi\"C r:tn.idpial rr~.~dica\C'$ and thr 'p35-Sive vrrb:\1 

predicat" i~ that they may havc. their "extern>! argument<"(! lockstra,I9S6) overtly 

realized, in. wh)ch ca•e they have Agmtiw NPs. R.\\'. Langaeker and r. Munero (1975) 

also say th3t ~he "unspccilied argument" may he "elaborated lrxieally" ;and they also 

describe the pa..<slve predicate a. a pr<dicate that docs "not so much describe the 

' 
action, but r.;thcr stat<S tl1e existence of a relationship between an action and the patient of 

the acti('n·• (802). Applying this to ECA ,we could soy that the S)ntactie subject has the 

Palient thematic role and if the cxtemal argument is '"elaborated lexically'", we have an 

Ageniive NP • which may have either the thematic role Agent or Instrument. This may be 

demonstra~cd by sentences 2.11 and 2.12,in the fonner sentences of which we have 

panicipial passive predicates which have the extern>! ar~;umentlexically elaborated and 

in the laner sentences of which we have verbal passive predicates that ha\·e the external 

argument lexically elaborated 

2.1 I. 

(i). l[?ilbaltu da] ~iflaakil (min -il-9ina)fThis coat is eaten up by the moth. 

/Mv!+lengthenedlat after first radical =passive participial predicate+(prep.lmini+Def.Art.+ 

nominal 

(ii).l?il?izaaz maksuur (min li9b -ik·koora)l The glass is broken from ball playing .. 

..... 
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Dcf.Art.-+ noun-+ lM\' /4. intL~ma1 Y('IC"alic change ;-:Jl2!-sivc participial prl·difah:--1 (J,rcp /min' 

''from" -+nominaH D::f.Art.-t noun) 

(iii). I hu\\wa n>itllaami fahuuh 1 He is protected hy his father. 

FP (3rd pcr.,masc.,sing)< /l>h-1-< /-t-/ affix• lengthened /-a-/ after f>Tst radical~passivc 

participial prrdicat(' + prep /fi-.' "in" +noun +Pl(3r pcr.,masc .,sing) 

2.12. 

(i). /[?ilhaltu da] ?ittaakil (min -il-9itta).'fhis coal has hecn eaten up by the moth 

r o::o. ·.,. b \\ith /tJ affix lengthened /a'after first radieal~paSSi\'e verbal predicate+ 

(prep/minl''from"+Def.Art.+nominal) 

(ii)./?ilbaab ?ikkassar (min -kutr -1-xabT)/ The door has been broken from the 

pounding.on it. 

Def.Art.+noun+Perf. verb with /tlaffix and a geminated second radical =passi"e verbal , 

predicate +(prep /min! "from" +nominal+Def.Art.+noun) 

(iii). /?itHaama fabuuh! He has been protected by his father. 

Perf. verb \\ith ttl aifix +lengthened /a/ after first radical=passive verbal pre<licate + . 
prep /fi-/"in" +noun +Pl(3rd per.,masc.,sing) 

The fourth similarity between the passive participial predicate and that of the (passive) 

verbal predicate is in their capac!)• to indicate aspect. This may be demonstrated by 

comparing the sentences of 2.13 ,2.14 and 2.15.,in which we have passive predicates 

with verbal or participial heads. 

2.13. 

(i) /?ilbeet ?itnawwar- [laazim fiih Haddi gih]/ (lit)The house has been lit up.Thc lights 

have gone on.Surely,someone must have come in. 

Def.Art.+noun+Pl(3rd per.,masc.,sing)+Perf. passive verb with affix /-t-/ and geminated 

second radical (i.e. FonnH stem) 
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Dcf.An.'"" noun+D~m.prl"~n.; ]1l(masc .,sing)~ Pl(3rJ pcr.,ma~c- .,sin,g)-4lmprof. p.?S~in· verb 

\\ith aflix /-t-/ and geminated second radical (i.C'. h:mn 11 stem) 

(iii) l?ina::~,:?.il da mitnaw'' ar -(miS ga::ihil] · Thi~ rn:m is cnlight~nc-d;ht· is not ignor2.nt. 

l);:f.Art .... nvuni Dcm.prl'll.-4 Pl(m:!~C.5ing)-<-PltmJ.sc .. ~ing)-t l\:n1icipia1 -passiH' r:·cdicaic 

with _pr..'fix .1'!\h-/ an.:t aff1x /-t-/ as well as a gcmiro:ltcJ second radical (i.e. Fom11l ~acm) 

2.14. 

(i) ·T'a,uuy•]-t9allim [ fi l>ilaad l>arra]/My bwther hc,s boon educated abroad. 

Pl(3rd rer.,masc.,sing)+Pcrf.verb with affix 1-t-/ and geminated second radical(i.c. Form 

II) 

' 
(ii) /[?illi rna yi9raf$i] yit9allim'(lit)Who does not know should be educated.Anybody 

C'Ln lec:.m. 

Pl(3rd pcr.,masc.,sing)+lmperf.verb ''ith affix /-t-/ and geminated second radical(i.e. 

Fom1ll) 

(iii) /[?ir.aagil da] mit9allim (-mi$ gaahii}'This man is educated;he is n,ot illiterate. 

PJ(m2.Sc.,sing)+Participial passive predicate \\ith the prefix /}.1v-/ and the affix /-t-/ as 

well 2.5 a geminated second radical(i.e. Form II) 

2.15 

(i) /?issamak -ittaakil/ The fish has been eaten up. 

Dof.Art.+noun+PJ(3rd per.,masc.,sing.)+Perf.verb with affix /-t-/ and a lengthened /-a-/ 

after first radical(i.e. Form lll) 

(ii) /[?i]?akl da] yittaakil (kullu]IAII ofthis food should be eaten. 

PJ(3rd per.,masc.,sing.)+lmpcrf.verb \\ith affix /-t-/ and a lengthened /-a-/ after first 

radical(i.e. Form Ill) 

(iii).'[?il?akl da] mittaakil [nuSSu]!Half of this food is eaten. 
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woll as" knrtlwnod /-a-/ afkr first radic.al(i.r. Fonn Ill) 

Conwaring sentences (i) to those of (ii) and (iii) of all the scnten~cs in 2.13 .. 2. 14. 

,and 2.\5., We notice that it iS .tJH.' participi3) p:tssin• pTL'ditatC (i.e. SC'JllenCeS (iii) that 

eon,·cys the in~ompleti,·e aspect. ScntL~nce.c;; (i),on the other haJ:ld, con\'c}' the completive 

asp(:CI. As fur sen~enccs (ii),thL"se simply "state the r~istt•ilcc of a rdationship bctwcC"n an 

action and the patient of the action" (R.\\'. Langackcr and r.Munero's,l975: &02) 

regardless of the time element. Thcreforc,it is sentences (i) that COO\'C)' the complcti,·e 

aspect and it is sentences (iii) that convey the incomplctivc aspect which is associated 

\\ith the present state of affairs. 

However, despite the above mentioned similarities between the participial'passive 

predicate and the verbal pas~ive predicate ,they are nonetheless differeht in se'veral 

respects. The first is that the participial passive predicate must have the p~efix /l\1v· 

/,which is a nominal passive marker. The second diffen:-nce is that the participial passive 

predicate can not carry the affix I-n-/, which is in many cases interchangeable with the /-1-

/ affix in the verbal passive p.edicale. This difference between the two kinds of predicates 

may be demonstrated by sentences 2.1 6. and 2.17 ,in "hich the latter sentences are ill­

fom1ed . 

. 2. J 6. Verbal Passive Predicates with Affix /-n-/ 

(i) /?insar2?/7Jt has been stolen or he has been robbed. 

PJ(3rd per.,masc,s\ng)+Perf. verb "ith affix /-n-/ 

(ii) /?inkatab/11 has been v.ntten dO\m. 

PJ(3rd per.,masc,sing)+Perf. verb with affix /-n-/ 

(iii) /?inDarab/ He has been beaten. 

PJ PJ(3rd per.,masc,sing)+Perf. verb v.ith affix /-n-/ 

(iv) /yinsiri? [-Jaw sibtu ]! Jt might get stolen if you left it unattended. 
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Pl\~rJ p.:-r..m,'l.::.c,sing)-; Imprl f. n~rb with a nix /-n-.' 

(\·) -'yinl.Jtib' It m;~y be "Tittcn. 

Pj(3r~ prr.,m:!sc,sing)+lmpc"rf. \'crb with affix 1-n-l 

2. I 7.P.:.:ii:i;.i.il Plt~dicat<..·s with Affi' /-n-/ 

(i) .r•\l1mnu) mins.iri?/ his stolen. 

[FP(3rd p~rsC'In,m3sc.,sing.})-i J'l(masc.,sing)~ ~1v-t/-n-/;3.ffix=parlicipia1 predicate 

(ii) t•(d3) nlinkitih.' This is written~i.e. fatt" 

[D:m.pwn.(masc .,sing.) ]+ Pl(masc.,sing )+ !\1 ,.; I -n-!:Ulix=part icipial pr~dicate 

.(iii)_J•(hu\,·wa) miuDirih.'He is beaten. 

[FP(3rd pers~n.masc.,sing.)J 4 Pl(nlasc.,sing) +}.1\'+/-n-/affiFparticipialpredicate 

Sentences 2.16. and 2.17. also display another difference between the participial 

passive predicate and that of the verbal passi\'e predicate. Sentences 2.17. are ill-formed 

in ECA not only 25 they ha\'e participial passh·e predicates with the affix /-n-/ but also as 

the free pronominal forms are of an optional status. \Vhereas the verbal predicate fnay 

h::se a free pronomina1 or pronominal inflections as its subje.ct~the participial predic.ate 

o~1igatorily takes a free pronominal. This is because the verbal predicate ofECA has 

inflections hea\)' enough for the local determination of a subject small pro in the sense of 

Chomsky (1982 b);but the participial predicate does not. Tills may be further 

dernonstrzted by sentences 2.18 

2.18. 

(i) I (huwwa) ?itsara?/ He has been robbed. 

(free Pronotm)+PI(3rd pcr.,rnasc.,sing.)+Perf verb v.ith affix 1-t-1 

(ii) /(huwwa) ?itkatab [fi-llista)/ He has been written do\m.on the list. 

(free Pronoun)+P1(3rd per.,masc.,sing.)+Perf. verb v.ith affix 1-t-1 

(iii) I huwwa maktuub[fi-llista)l He is v.Tillen dov.n on the list.. 

Free Pronoun+PI(masc.,sing)+Passive Participial predicate with internal vocalic change 



87 

(iY) /?inJ~tt-il da mitn1:1?ih' This lll.J.n i~ w:ttrhrd. 

Dd.Art.~ noun+Dt:m.P+(ma~c.,sing)+ Pl(masc.,sing)t Passive Participial picdica1c with 

af!i, 

(v) t• mih·aa?ih-' 

Despite the fact that the free pronouns in >emences 2.18. (i) and (ii) are optional 

;nonl'thclcss ,these sentences are well-fom1cd because they have verbal predicates As the 

verbal predicate has inflections heavy enough for the local determination of a subject 

small pro,these sentences are not subjectless when there iS no free pronominal form as 

>ubject. This hea\'y inflection is shO\m by the fact that the PI of the verbal predicate has 

features for person, nwnber and gendcr;but the PI of the participial predicate only has 

features of number and gender. The fact that the participial predicate in ECA only has 

' 
features of number and gender is again attributable to its sharing characteristics \\ilh the 

nominal categories since neither the noun predicate nor the adjective _predicate maY ha,·e 

person infiections,as sho\\11 by sentences 2.19. 

2.19. 

(i) (i) lhumva muhandisl He is an engineer. 

FP(3rd person tmasc.,si!1g.)+PI(masc.,sing)+nm.lr.. pa%ive predicate 

(ii)/* mubandis' 

(iii) /huwwa mismirrl He is tanned. 

FP(3rd person ,masc.,sing.)+Pl(masc.,sing )+adjective passive predicate 

(i\') /* mismir/ 

Sentences 2.19. (i) and (iii) are well-forn1ed because we have free pronouns as 

subjects: As for those of(ii) and (iv),they are ill-formed because the nominal predicates 

do not have inflections heavy enoug~ for the generation of subject small pros,making 



86 

The EC A p3ss.i vc s\?nh.·ncc- with a p:utic-ipi.:1l p:ts.:;.i\'\." .rrcdicatc m::1y 'be shrl\\11 tC\ have 

the D-structure in 3.1. 

3.1. AGRs~ 

SP{c . ):tRs l~ 
AGRs o Pa.si,·c Phrase(Pass. P) 

/ '\. 
SPEC Passi,·e l ......,_ 

. / . ......__ 
Passive o Aspect Phrase(ASP P) 

/ \ 
SPEC ASPl ..----­

ASPO 
\ 
AGRoP 

//\ 
SPEC AGRol 

/\ 
AGRoO !'art P. 

/I 
SPEC Partl 

/I 
OBJ Part.o 

I rr Part.O 

Part-1 Part-1 
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D·stnu,:turc 3.1. hr.s th~· prupcriics !'h0\\11 in 3.2. 

3.2. 

(i) D·structurc: 3.l.has split AGR intl' AGRs and AGRo.in accordance ·with 

Chomsky( 1989). He says that thefc arc aCtually two kind!' of verb NP agreement: \\ith 

su~jcct and objC'ct. Accordingly,thcrc ar.: diiTcrcnt kinds t'f NP ag.rermcnt with the 

participial predicate since we have both the external argument and the internal argument. 

(ii) At D-structurc: the various affiX('S arc treated as separate S)11tactit entities in 

accordance \\·ith Chomsky( 1989). Therefore, the prefix IMv/ and the afilx 1-t-1, both of 

which are passive markers for the passi\"e participle in ECA arc treated as separate 

syntactic entities at D-s~ructure 3 .1. 

(iii) Passivity has been regarded as a Functional Category;and it has been projected as a 

maximal projection with a head and a specifier, in accordance with Chomsky 

(1986,1989),Pollock(l989) and Maracz(l99!). 

(iv)Aspect has also been projected as a maximal projection \\ith a head and a 

specifier;and it has also been regarded as a Functional Cat ego!)·. 

(v) The various affixes indicating passivity and a~sociated with the participial predicate 

have been regarded as being on the level ofX-l,in accordance with Guasti(l99!). 

(vi) This D-structure has also maintained that [NP,S] is a non-thematic position in 

accordance with Chomsky (1982a);but in the terminoi&'Y of Chomsky(l989) this is 

equivalent to [SPEC-AGRsP]. Accordingly, the intemal argument,which is base­

generated at OBJ, is to be moved to that position (i.e. [NP,S]), where it is to be assigned 

nominative case. 

(vii) This D-structure also demonstrates that these passive predicates also have the 

external argument,which is base-generated at the [SPEC-PART. P]. It is also asswned in 

accordance with T. Hoekstra (1986).that the external argument is internalized by the 

passive morphology(i.e. the afilx /+/ or the internal vocalic alteraton in addition to the 
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ar,gumcn1:-" or •·ex!cmal a1gumcnts"' are Jc:\ically cJ;~horah:d, we h:we Agentivc~Ps,ln 

which cac;;.c a]lp is gcncT;'!.tcd fron1 the panicipiJI rrc:dicc.h.' (i.e. Part. P). 

D·stn.i..:-tun:.· 3.1. rcquiresth(' rules in3.3. in order to dcrin.~ S·slli.:-turC 3.4. 

3.3. 

(i) ORJ -~1oYcment 

This mo,·ement rule raises OBJ in D~stf!..l~tllf(' 3.1. from Part. Ito [SPEC-

AGR0P]:and then to [SPEC-AGRsP],where it is assignod nominative Case by its 

govcmor AGRs 1 at S-structurc. Therefore,this internal argument is not assigned Case . -
within the ·Participiai Prcdicate,in accordsncc with Chomsky's(l982::::) second crucial 

proper1y of passives, which requires the (1\'T,VP} not to receive case within VP. But 

receiving nominative Case from Acir...s 1 at S-structure~lhis argument{i.c. the internal 

argument) has brc.orne \'isible for the e.c:riterion at LF;inttLrn,it is assi.gned-c.n internal 

thematic role by its predicate head(i.e. the participle). As for the external argument 
' 

found \',ith p~ssive predicates, it is assigned internal C2Se by .that prdicatc head, whereby 

it is made visible to the thematic criterion and assigned an external O·role by its 

predicate(i.e.Part. P). It remains internalized by the predicate due to the presence of 

p?,ssin• m<:~rphoJ0gy in the head of that predicate. 

This movement rule does not violate the locality conditions proposed by Rizzi (1990). 

Therefore, the trace in OBJ is antecedent governed by its antecendent in [SPEC-AGRoP] 

in the first rycle. In the second cycle,the trace in [SPEC-AGRoP] is antecedent governed 

by its antecedent in [SPEC-AGI\sP]. 

(ii) Predicate Head lncornoration Rule 

As affixes related to a head of a predicate -must br properly attached at S­

struct~re(Choffi~-l.")',l989),~he. prcdica.te head incorporation Tulc must apply since we are 
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rq~.::1dint: the pJs:'in:· aflixes as incorvoJ:..~Iit•ntrit;~cr:-;. This rule inw•lws ft.,ur cyck5. Th~· 

first cyck raises Part.O to AGRo o;thc sccon,i eyrir rai~rs it to ASP. o~~..~nd the thihl cyi.·k 

is to Pi.l:-:5. o. fin~tlly the fN!r'JJ cyck r~isrs i! to A(iR~ o. 

This n11wcmcnt rule also abidt.·s to tl1r h•cHlity condition~ ofRizzi(1990). The lrJCL' in 

Part.O is head [!0\'CTilCd by the trace in AGRo <'.whith in turn is h.:-~1d gon:-med by the 

trace in ASP.o. Again the trace in ASP.O is head govcmtd ~y the trace in I, ass. Cl,which is 

in tum h ... · ad go\·cmcd by AGRs o. 

Applying the rules ofODJ movemcnt and th;:tt of the Predicate Head Incorporation,wc 

can derive S-stucturc 3.4. 



.' .... 

AC,R~P 

s)c \GJzsl 
I I\ 
""1\' )\ 

AGRs P~s~ SPEC Pass.l 

1\ !\ 
Pass ASP Pass o ASPP 

ASP AGRO SPEC ASP I 

\ 
AGR o Part. ASP.o AGRoP 

I\ I \ 
Part.-! Part. a SPEC AGRo I 

/\ 
AGRoo Part.!' 

/I 
SPEC Part.! 
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C'0nrlu~ion 

ll\c path catcp.orial status of the pa:1icipia1 category has been· exemplified by the 

p.:>.ss.ivc participial pr~.dicatc ,showing that it shares char:actcrictics \\ith boih the verb 

catt .. ~g<'r:· and the nominal categories. ]t shar('s ''ith the: verb category the fact that it makrs 

usc of the vcrhal p~ssivc marker,which is the affix /-t-/; the fact that it derives diiTcrenl 

pas=-ivc participial fc•m1s by m:?.king usc ('If difll·r~nt vcrh forms such a.c:. Fonns 11 and Ill 

;and the fact it has the- capacity to co:wcy aspC'ct. It also shares with the- nominal 

categories the fact that it is as!'ociatcd v..ith the affixes (\f gender and number associated 

\\ith nc;uns : the fact that makes use of the nominal p;:-tSsin:· prefix /Mv-/; ib capacity to 

indicate passivity by means of internal vocalic alteralion~ and its cap:.tcity to be introduced 

by the defmte article: 

Therefore, the ECA passive palticiplc has the features [+N] and (+V];and accordiog to 

which it is regarded as a case assigner. In tum,it is assume-d that the ECA passive ' . ' 

participial predicate has both t.oe external and the internal case;thc fact which accordingly 

enables it to have both the external as well as tl1e internal 6·role. That the particip1a1 

passive predicate ECA does have the external as well as the internal argument can be Seen 

from the fact that it may have its external argwnent lexically claborated,in which case we 

have an Agentive 1\'P. It is in this respect that the passivization of the participial categOI)' 

· in ECA is assu~ned not im·olve the manipulation of the S·grid. Also as the process of 

passivization in ECA does not involve a categoria1 change since ECA has an active 

participial predicate as well as a passive _participial predicate,we could regard it as 

invoh-ing a S)ntactic rule,ratherthan a lexical one. 
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End-not._ ... :::; 

1. Tho t<nn "Path Catogori(cs) " is bono wed from D. Pcsctsky(l9Sl ). Howcvcr,tho 

content in v>hkh it is u~cd here is different. 

~.Ia H.Gh;ily(1994),it was slh""~\\ll that there are nominal pa..:;si\'c predicate:> as well as 

vcr~:1l p::....'-s~ve predicates. iil cdu..::i'tl•d Cair'l'nc AraPic.h is to noted that this is in kecplng 

with C'hoonsk:· ( 19S2a). in which it has b~cn sho,,n tli:it both ,·erbals constructions. as 

\Vell as. nomin;!l$ Ct."'llStructions may be passivizcd in English. 

3. Even thour.h th~ verbal prcdicatt.~ in Jvtode-m Stand:u-d Arabic de-signates passi,·ity by 

intcma1 vo:.:.li~ ahcration,yet this is not the case with ECA. For example, /kutiba kitaJb/ 

"A book h~ been \\Tittcn ''and /ful1ima -d-dars' .. The lesson has been understood" arc 

regarded ''-' pertaining to l'v!odcm Standard Arabic. ln ECA, the passive forms l?itkatab 

kit:1b/ and /?itfaJtam ~d-dars! nrc preferred. 

4.For a discussion of the assimilation of the definite article to the initial sound of the 

nominal to which it is annexed see D.Cowan (1982) as regards Modem Litera!)' Arabic 

since ECA is 5imilar to it in this respect. ln ECA.,the "sun letters" of D. Cowan (1 982:3) 

as well as the sounds fk! and lg/ are assimilated. 

5. See D. Cowa11 (1982) for a classification of the verbs in Modem Litera!)' Arabic. 

6. A similar assimilation transforms /mit-/ to /mi$1. This assimilation applies to "the su..r1 

letters" ,which are I tl, /61, /df ,181, lrl,/zl,l sf, 1$1, lSI, fD!, {[I, l§.,l, Ill, /nf(see D. Cowan 

, 1 982) And in ECA ,it also applies to the I'd and lg/ sounds .. 

7 .It is to be r.oted that the /-n-/ in the prefix /?in! has not been assimilated to the initial 

sound of the word to ·which it is annexed in order to make it clear to the reader that it is 

the 2.ffix /?in') and not that of /?itl. But if the zffix /?in! is assimilated,then the 

pronunciation of these words is as fOllows: /?issara?//?ikkata~/ /?iDDarab/ /yissiri? 

//yikkitib.' 
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